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The Church’s Mission and Vision

By Elder Mingche Li

Introduction: Life as an Expedition

Life can be compared to a long expedition. The Bible reminds us that believers are “foreigners and
exiles on the earth” (1 Peter 2:11). We are temporary residents in this world; as travelers, we should
always be moving toward our true home in the Kingdom of God.

Every successful expedition requires several essential elements, summarized in five key words:
Passion, Priorities, Preparation, Planning, and Perseverance. Without these, even the most
ambitious journey may fail.

A well-known historical example illustrates this truth. In 1911, two teams raced to reach the South
Pole. The Norwegian explorer Roald Amundsen carefully studied Arctic survival techniques, utilized
dog sleds, selected expert skiers, and meticulously prepared for every stage of the journey. His team
successfully reached the South Pole first on December 14, 1911.

In contrast, the British team led by Robert Falcon Scott used motorized sledges and ponies. Their
equipment proved inadequate, and their preparations were insufficient for the harsh conditions.
Tragically, Scott and his companions did not survive the return journey.

A -
g 5
Mg o P S Tt
Warm Gear Dog Sleds and Skiers Reached the South Pole

This historical event highlights a vital leadership principle:
“Nearly anyone can steer a ship, but it takes a leader to chart the course.”

Mission, vision, strategies, and goals determine the success of any journey. The same principle
applies to the Church. If a church is to fulfill God’s calling, it must clearly understand why it exists,
where it is going, and how it will carry out God’s work.
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1. The Mission: Why the Church Exists

The mission of the Church comes directly from the words of Jesus. In the Great Commandment, Jesus teaches:

“Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength and
with all your mind; and love your neighbor as yourself.” (Luke 10:27)

In the Great Commission, He further commands:

“Go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy
Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you.”” (Matthew 28:19-20)

These two teachings define the timeless mission of the Church: to love God, love people, and
make disciples of all nations.

2. The Vision: Where the Church Is Going

The book of Proverbs reminds us: “Where there is no vision, the people perish” (Proverbs 29:18).
Without God’s Word and direction, people drift. A church without vision may remain busy, yet lack a
clear sense of purpose.

Vision is the ability to see God’s opportunities within our present circumstances. Jesus encouraged
His disciples:

“Lift up your eyes and look at the fields, for they are ripe for harvest... The harvest is plentiful, but
the workers are few. Ask the Lord of the harvest, therefore, to send out workers into his harvest field.”
(John 4:35; Luke 10:2)

Accordingly, the vision of Boston Metro West Bible Church is threefold:
* A church that looks to the harvest field.
* A church that prays to the Lord of the harvest.
* A church that sends workers into the harvest.

This vision guided the planting of our church in the MetroWest area beginning in 2004. Through prayer, careful planning,
and faithful obedience, God established this congregation and continues to lead us forward.

3. The Purposes: What the Church Does

Jesus gave His disciples a new commandment:

“Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another. By this everyone will know
that you are my disciples.” (John 13:34-35)

Accordingly, the purpose of our church can be summarized as follows. As disciples of Jesus Christ,
we are called:
* To grow in Christlikeness and love for one another.
* To proclaim the Gospel from our local community to the ends of the earth.
* To share God’s love and blessings with all.
* To extend the Kingdom of God.
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4. The Strategies: How the Church Carries Out Its Ministry

The apostle Paul encourages believers: “Continue to work out your salvation with fear and trembling, for it is
God who works in you to will and to act according to His good purpose.” (Philippians 2:12—13)

He further exhorts: “You learned from us how you ought to live and to please God... do this more
and more.” (1 Thessalonians 4:1)

From these teachings, we derive several guiding principles for our ministry:
* Living out our faith in daily life.
* Re-prioritizing our values to please God.
* Equipping the saints for ministry.
* Building up the Body of Christ.

Through these strategies, the church grows spiritually and fulfills its mission.

5. The Goals: What the Church Seeks to Achieve

The practical goals of our ministry are focused on spiritual transformation:
* Turning seekers into believers.
* Turning believers into disciples.
* Turning disciples into overcomers.

In doing so, we become partners in the Gospel, as the apostle Paul wrote: “He who began a good
work in you will carry it on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus.” (Philippians 1:6)

We thank the Lord that He continues to add new believers to our church. Throughout 2025, we
witnessed encouraging growth in attendance. On several Sundays, the parking lot reached its limit and
the sanctuary was filled beyond capacity. This leads us to an important question: Where is God leading
our church next?

With passion, clear priorities, careful preparation, thoughtful planning, and perseverance, we
continue to follow His guidance.
Epilogue: Looking Ahead

As the Lord continues to bless our congregation, we are prayerfully considering the expansion of our facilities—
including additional classrooms, a larger sanctuary, and more parking spaces. These plans are not merely about
buildings; they are about preparing for the future ministry God has entrusted to us.

May we remain faithful to our mission, committed to our vision, diligent in our purposes, wise in
our strategies, and united in pursuing our goals—all for the glory of God.

B PERREEE = T+ EFET



FHE KA

515: —EESRERNBEE
A — (I N\ S AR ) /N

A—MIEREAODE RN R > S ABE SRS « M3 FEARNA B E
ARZFSLREEM » BRMAFTE - H—K > ZFETZAMM . TRMELFEIEET > 24AZ
HERTLA_ERAE 2 | SEREISH © TERTTLL > RARMEKERT - | EFEERT A
FENTRIBIOEE © TRESRFZE AT LA LR - RFEFEFWATLL B R » AR A 5 B o
Hi=EZ=1E 2

A DB > AVE T2 B RO AR TR SERT » iR ARUZ HE Y
R > AR R AT AR R - TR AR o
7k & B R
BRI ZCE A > kAR B H A B TR R -

MRMRCE AT R > WAERE ; S~ EC @ i L g -
(LASB & 2:8 - 9)

NIREHMR R E T2k - E e e By U » A2 ARy ZhEs -

SR > EHRRAE SHAMEEY TEI314THN - TURMIZEAET o [R5 2T - A
ERRY  HORRRY AR AZ 5 5184 > IFTRAR - B/ HEERI AL -

B AR - Gk A B R 2 e A 2
W EFHEA A0 1~ [ pY B3R

KR AR NG AREREEE AT RO 5 M AR - I B i 5 (e R A2 s i
FIGEA I -

etlahwt - K AR EITRI B, 5 ERBUELaTAVER - TITHRR S WO\ ks

AN NGB ~ 2B SR Lk ~ BEoaT 5 M7 FTE /N > RSB — IR RIE R B3 ~ %5
ERFITIEA A -

PG H R SR T



10

T2 TEFM1 7

AMAE 2R B Ry Ly - MEREE GRS TBRERE - TArLRR
1> FEA B RGO > A SR b HARIRAS - ) (FE12:1)

E R ZRROIE A2 HEHEE AR > B P AEIERI A o Bk - A 2%
T EREL  BUR BB AR B A ey o AT > AU IBA A sCEe E -
TEZE T/higl ?
At TR R ar YRR - AR E/INS > SRR RAYNENR -

FHBERSE © DAV IUREIEE TEWT > 200 g9 AHKRRERERE] - HEAET IR ERRIA
AREHEDL - | (HKAEZT:21)

FIAZ AR ES > AL TREER » /N g R IER By SRR
= EFEmiERALE

BRI ERAM G ~ RRH] - B B -

TEAE/NEE ERYN - S B S — VISR ME B ~ SRR - —(EEIEIRPEEE RN
AW - FAE—DIERACH B > R L AT o a1 P BHEAE F R (R T ]
B KRYZER]

—BhEARRS

PRI HREE T E - IR EE - 8m RS NRRAERES - JOEW S 2 -
JERARTE U BRAG » R IEA R AR Ay RIS » Z24R20¢ > (R SR ALR S IR Bl & iy 2 1 20H
o BRI P ERERAT s Ry DA ~ GBI HEIETESR © IS — IR = 30E
1 s R e il A L AR NG

FERE T SFJ1EFEFT
FHRERE - TURMIZEZE AT o 1 (BINAR & 13:24)
TRk AR R > SR A Al A B

A B IRIYPE - 240 A O R Rkis LA BN - R AR R A AR T s T
BE 2 AERYNER -

FEERAMERE G AE PR ARTIER - A2 NAE IR IR« DARSEAFRIBLIR AT T - 8
HIREE R ORI 7 I ERVEIR O E T - ) (BRERERE 47 -8)

JEER B > —A D EAEIMRE L AR A I L

B PERREEE = T+ EFET



Introduction: A Thought-Provoking Question
There is a short story that invites us to think more deeply.

A brother who loved the Lord devoted himself wholeheartedly to serving in the church. His wife was
not originally a believer, but through her husband’s faithful witness, she eventually came to Christ. One
day, she asked him if believing in Jesus meant they would certainly go to heaven. He replied that they
had already been saved. She then asked, "If both serving and not serving lead to heaven, why do you
work so hard to serve the Lord?"

This simple question reflects a quiet doubt that exists in many believers’ hearts: If salvation is a free
gift of grace, why did Jesus say, “Enter through the narrow gate”?

Eternal Life and the Kingdom of Heaven

The Bible teaches that eternal life is a gift of God's grace. Ephesians 2:8—9 reminds us that we are
saved by grace through faith, not by our own works. Therefore, eternal life is a gift given to all who
believe in Jesus Christ. Yet, Jesus also spoke of entering the Kingdom of Heaven and walking a narrow
path.

Two Related but Distinct Truths
Receiving Eternal Life: This refers to the salvation given freely to those who believe.
Entering the Kingdom of Heaven: This emphasizes the life of discipleship that follows salvation.

The wide gate and broad road represent the path many choose—a path shaped by convenience
and worldly values. In contrast, the narrow gate and narrow road represent a life of faithful
obedience to God.

The Narrow Gate

The narrow gate represents the wholehearted dedication of one’s life to God. Romans 12:1 calls
believers to present their bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to Him. This call is not reserved

PG H R SR T
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for ministers alone; it is for every believer. Entering the narrow gate means surrendering our lives
completely to God’s lordship.

Walking the Narrow Path

If entering the narrow gate is a decisive commitment, walking the narrow path is a journey of daily
obedience. Jesus said that not everyone who calls Him “Lord” will enter the Kingdom, but only those
who do the will of the Father. True discipleship is demonstrated through a life that actively seeks to follow
God's will.

Living for God’s Glory

God entrusts every believer with gifts, time, opportunities, and resources. Walking the narrow path
means using these blessings to glorify God and serve others. We must remember that everything we have
ultimately belongs to Him.

Personal Reflection

Growing up in a Christian family, I came to faith at a young age. Yet, throughout my journey of spiritual
growth, I gradually realized that becoming a believer is only the beginning—becoming a disciple is the
true way of life. Over the years, through the light of Scripture and the guidance of spiritual mentors, |
have come to understand the true meaning of what the Lord Jesus meant by “entering the narrow gate and
walking the narrow path.” It is not a path of difficult religious burdens, but a life of surrendering oneself to
God and living entirely for Him.

Conclusion: Make Every Effort to Enter the Narrow Gate

Jesus calls His followers to make every effort to enter the narrow gate.

Eternal life is a gift of grace; entering the Kingdom is the path of discipleship.

Entering the narrow gate is a decisive commitment—to offer our lives completely to God.

To walk the narrow path is to seek and obey His will in daily life—a lifetime of obedience.
May we all, like the Apostle Paul, be able to say peacefully at the end of our lives:

“I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith.” (2 Timothy 4:7-8)

May the Lord help us to remain faithful throughout our lives, walking the narrow path that leads
to life.
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BMWBC Twenty-Year
Retrospective and Thanksgiving

By Elder Mingche Li

1. Introduction: Counting the Lord’s Blessings

As BMWBC celebrates its twentieth anniversary, we are filled with gratitude as we count the Lord’s
blessings and look back on His marvelous guidance throughout the years. Over the past two decades, the
Lord has moved our brothers and sisters through the Holy Spirit to serve with one heart and one mind,
advancing the gospel with all their strength. As a result, the church has been blessed not only with
numerical growth, but also with deepening spiritual maturity. None of this is the result of human ability; it
is a display of the abundant grace of Almighty God. May all glory be given to Him!

As expressed in the church theme hymn that BMWBC has sung for many years, “For I’'m Building a
People of Power™:

For I'm building a people of power,
And I'm making a people of praise;
That will move through this land by My Spirit,
And will glorify My precious name.

Build Your church, Lord; make us strong, Lord;
Join our hearts, Lord, through Your Son;
Make us one, Lord, in Your body,
In the kingdom of Your Son.

As we reflect on these twenty years, we deeply realize that this hymn is a true portrait of our church’s
journey. God has continually raised up brothers and sisters who love Him and are willing to commit
themselves—establishing the church on prayer, unity, love, and a vision for missions, and leading us step
by step along the path He has prepared.

2. The Beginning of the Church-Planting Vision (1989-2004)
The Lord Jesus said:
“Lift up your eyes and look at the fields, for they are already white for harvest!” (John 4:35)

From its beginning, BMWBC has centered on the Lord’s Great Commission, believing that spreading
the gospel involves two key strategies: “invite people in” and “send people out.”

“Invite people in” means welcoming relatives and friends to Sunday worship, home gatherings,
fellowships, gospel camps, and other evangelistic meetings so they may have the opportunity to know
Christ. “Send people out” means engaging in cross-cultural missions to distant places and church planting
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in nearby communities, bringing the gospel where no church has yet been established. The former expands
the breadth of the gospel; the latter breaks through geographical limitations. Any church that truly embraces
a gospel vision must give attention to both aspects of this mission.

The birth of BMWBC was a beautiful fruit of this “send people out” vision. Nearly twenty years had
passed since the Chinese Bible Church of Greater Boston (CBCGB) planted a church (CBCGL) in the
Greater Lowell area in 1989. In the spring of 2004, the board of elders received a renewed vision for church
planting. Looking across the entire Greater Boston region, new churches could potentially be developed
to the east, west, south, and north. At that time, the western suburbs centered around Acton, alongside
the urban Boston/Cambridge area to the east, appeared most ready. In the western suburbs, an increasing
number of Chinese families had settled; for instance, the newly established Acton Chinese Language School
had grown to more than 400 students within just two years. Meanwhile, in Boston and Cambridge, large
numbers of international students and visiting scholars arrived each year, many of whom were spiritually
hungry for the gospel. Elder Chaw-Bing Chang volunteered to advise the fellowship at MIT in hopes of
developing an evangelistic outreach, while Elder Mingche Li went to Acton to share the vision of planting a
church and spreading the gospel.

Church-Planting Strategy

As the number of Chinese families settling in the western suburbs continued to grow, so did the number
of gospel seekers. Most Christian homes could no longer accommodate the weekly fellowship gatherings.
Therefore, in September 2002, two fellowships merged into the West Suburban Fellowship and moved to a
more suitable meeting location.

In late spring 2004, Elder Li began regularly attending the West Suburban Tuesday evening prayer
meeting and Friday fellowship, sharing the vision for church planting and evangelism. Although most of the
brothers and sisters were relatively new believers, they were fervent, burdened for evangelism, and filled
with warm, mutual love. Drawing on CBCGB’s experience of planting CBCGL, Elder Li proposed a three-
step plan spanning two years:

Year 1: Focus on prayer and vision-sharing so everyone could receive this calling as God’s will and
commission. The goal was for ten families to commit themselves in prayer and for the fellowship to grow to
sixty regularly attending adults.

Year 2: Focus on planning and preparation. Three working groups were formed:
Site Selection: Led by Beatrice Sun and Minhui Yang

Survey and Publicity: Led by Xianghai Liu and Philip Chiao

Programs and Activities: Led by Jianguo Wang and Weiran Xu

Year 3: Officially launch Sunday worship services.

3. Growth of the West Suburban Fellowship

Elder Li and Elder David Ho then visited Christian families one by one to share the vision and identify ten
core families. Thanks be to God! Many were moved by the Holy Spirit to devote themselves to prayer and
ministry planning. Coworkers organized numerous gatherings and activities. In addition to regular small-
group Bible studies, they held evangelistic meetings and family seminars focusing on marriage, parenting,
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and the Christian faith. They also hosted Thanksgiving gatherings, Chinese New Year celebrations, seaside
picnics, camping trips, and outdoor worship services, attracting many friends who had never set foot in a
church. Through these activities, the fellowship connected with many gospel seekers while brothers and
sisters built one another up in love and grew together.

One of the most important strategies was the decision to launch an AWANA children’s ministry.
Although some were concerned that the fellowship lacked sufficient workers, teachers, and experience,
the need was clear. In September 2005, under the leadership of brothers Jianguo Wang and Weiran Xu,
AWANA opened enrollment and received an enthusiastic response. Many volunteered to teach, and
American brothers and sisters offered their assistance as well. Enrollment far exceeded capacity, drawing
in many new families of gospel seekers. Around the same time, sister Beatrice Sun and Mrs. Anna Choi
started a youth class to complement the children’s ministry.

4. The Official Establishment of Boston MetroWest Bible Church

In late summer 2006, an expanded coworkers’ meeting was held at Elder Li’s home, where the group
decided to launch BMWBC’s first Sunday worship service at the Holiday Inn in Boxborough on October 1.
Sunday school courses were also offered on Friday evenings. The first semester featured a seekers’ class,
a baptism class, an overview of the New Testament, an evangelistic Bible study, and a discipleship Bible
study. The second semester added courses on new-believer growth, an overview of the Old Testament,
and praise and worship.

Earlier that summer, Pastor King-Fai Choi of the Chinese Ministry at the mother church had begun
actively caring for the western fellowship and frequently participated in its meetings. In August 2006, the
mother church’s board of elders sent Pastor Choi to shepherd the new church, train coworkers, and preach
on Sundays. Several brothers and sisters from the mother church also stepped in to assist, including
ChunYi and Cherilyn Hu, Shih-Chio and Chung-Pei Chang, and Yilee Lo.

October 1, 2006, was a historic day. After two years of prayer, planning, training, and venue searches,
the first Sunday worship service finally arrived. Early that morning, coworkers arrived at the Holiday Inn
to make final preparations, filled with excitement and anticipation. Attendance reached 120 adults and
about 60 children and youth, alongside many brothers and sisters from the mother church who came to
support. The entire room was filled with joy, gratitude, and praise.

The Early Years of the Church

Looking back on BMWBC’s first five years, when the
church had no permanent meeting place of its own, we
see that the work progressed from prayer, vision-sharing,
and planning to official establishment and the launch of
Sunday worship by the third year. Along the way, God’s
guidance, protection, and grace were beyond description,
and many ministries advanced smoothly according to His
wonderful plan.

The Lord raised up young families in the western First Sunday Service at the Holiday Inn

suburbs who loved Him, advanced the gospel with one heart, cared deeply for one another, and labored
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tirelessly. Pastors, elders, and mature brothers and sisters from the mother church in Lexington regularly
traveled to help with preaching, Sunday school, piano accompaniment, and special seminars. The mother
church also sent Minister Minju Li to serve as an intern to help meet growing pastoral needs.

At that time, there were two urgent prayer requests: for the Lord to send a suitable pastor, and for the
church to secure a permanent meeting place.

5. A Journey of Faith: Seeking Land and Building the Church

In its early years, BMWBC had no permanent facility and was forced to relocate frequently—on
average, at least three times a year. Beginning in March 2007, because the Holiday Inn could no longer
accommodate us every Sunday, the church moved to Harvard High School in the town of Harvard.

Six months later, through the assistance of Pastor Brad Johnson of Faith Evangelical Church, the town
of Acton permitted the church to rent Gates Elementary School starting in September 2007. This location
was closer to where most members lived, more convenient, and significantly less expensive.

Sunday school was moved from Friday evenings to after Sunday morning worship, and a lunch service
was introduced to create more opportunities for fellowship during mealtime. Three years later, however,
the school notified the church that classrooms would no longer be available the following semester,
creating a major challenge for Sunday school. Furthermore, because the school did not rent facilities
during July and August, the church had to seek temporary worship locations every summer.

From the beginning, the church actively searched for a permanent property through the dedicated
efforts of Dick Calandrella and Elder Li. During the first three years, two properties seemed to fit the
church’s needs, but neither deal came to fruition. Yet, we trusted that God had His own timing and would
grant us faith and patience.

God’s Thoughts Are Higher Than Our Thoughts

Although repeated efforts met obstacles, we continued searching in faith, confident that God Himself
would lead and provide.

Brother Weiran Xu then brought attention to a five-acre farm in Littleton—the property the church
would eventually purchase. We had previously known about it, but concerns about potential construction
costs had kept us from seriously considering vacant land. After several unsuccessful attempts to buy an
existing building, we realized God had a better path. The Littleton property was spacious, conveniently
located near Route 2, central to our congregation, and reasonably priced during an economic downturn.
It became clear that God had heard years of prayer and prepared an ideal site. We therefore set aside our
plans to purchase an existing building and stepped out in faith to build a new home for our church.

Looking back, we see that Scripture proved true: “What no eye has seen, what no ear has heard, and what
no human heart has conceived—the things God has prepared for those who love him.” (1 Corinthians 2:9)

In the summer of 2009, the farm at 511 Newtown Road held an open house. Brothers and sisters visited
the five-acre property with great excitement, hoping the church could acquire it.

Although the property was ideal, even after repeated negotiations, the final price came to $760,000,
which had to be paid in full in cash. Facing limited financial resources, the deacons confronted a difficult
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decision: to purchase the land to build, or to call a full-time pastor, as the young church could not afford
both simultaneously. Together, they unanimously decided to purchase the land first.

At the time, the church had about $50,000 in its building fund. The mother church generously
contributed $250,000, BMWBC members raised another $250,000 within a short timeframe, and four
families covered the remaining $210,000 using home-equity loans. The purchase successfully closed in
September 2009. Their sacrificial unity was a beautiful testimony to the work of the Holy Spirit.

6. Church Independence and Completion of the New Building

The primary design goal was to meet the church’s ministry needs as economically as possible. The
original plan included a basement, but the initial construction bids exceeded $1.7 million. As a result, the
design was revised to a single-story steel-frame structure. The lowest new bid came in at $1.2 million—
within budget and financeable through church bonds.

Before issuing bonds, the church needed to become an independent legal entity. The bond issue totaled
$1.4 million: $200,000 to repay short-term loans to the four founding families and $1.2 million for
construction costs.

On July 1, 2010, the West Suburban fellowship officially became independent and was named Boston
MetroWest Bible Church. The word “Chinese” was intentionally omitted so that the church could welcome
people of all ethnic backgrounds in the future.

Thanks be to the Lord, members of BMWBC and many supporters from the mother church subscribed
to all the bonds on schedule. Site preparation was largely complete, the building permit was secured, and
excavation and foundation work began immediately.

As with most major construction projects, the process encountered obstacles. Because the general contractor
suffered cash-flow problems, subcontractors were not always paid on time, and the general contractor occasionally
ran out of funds to purchase materials. To keep progress moving, the church sometimes purchased materials directly
and supplied them to the subcontractors.

On one occasion, more than ten brothers and sisters personally helped lay tiles in the men’s restroom so
that the next phase could proceed and pass the town inspection on schedule.

Although the general contractor abandoned the project before it was fully complete, the church stepped in
to take responsibility for the remaining work. By God’s grace, an occupancy permit was obtained on July 5,
2011. Completing the building within just one year was a true testament to His provision—a small miracle.

Following construction, several subcontractors filed lawsuits against the general contractor, drawing the
church into litigation. Under God’s protection, all cases were eventually resolved favorably and properly.

With the new building finished, the church held an open house in July 2011, inviting neighboring
Chinese residents to visit. A dedication service was held on September 10, marking a major new milestone
and the official opening of the facility.

7. Developing Pastors and Coworkers

Elder Li originally planned to return to the mother church three to five years after the church plant, once
a full-time pastor had been hired. Soon after BMWBC was established, the church actively searched for a
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pastor. Several ministers were invited before and after construction, but none ultimately stepped into the role.

In 2017, the church hired Brother Saul Lee as Youth Minister and Brother Wensong Pan as Chinese
Ministry Minister. Regrettably, both served for only one year before moving on.

Thanks and praise be to God that in January 2019, Jianchuan Shi was appointed Minister of the Chinese
Ministry, and in February, Alex Kim was hired as Youth and Family Minister. Both were later ordained as pastors.

8. Equipping Brothers and Sisters for Sunday Preaching

Because the church lacked a full-time minister for an extended period, Elder Li launched the first
Preaching Workshop in the spring of 2016, training three brothers and one sister over the course of a
year. This helped establish a consistent pulpit ministry: Elder Li preached twice a month, a guest speaker
preached once, and the four trainees rotated for the remaining Sunday. Apart from Jianchuan Shi, the other
three trainees eventually left to serve elsewhere.

Elder Li therefore conducted a second Preaching Workshop in 2020, equipping five brothers to prepare
and deliver messages. These five have continued preaching in rotation about once every five months,
providing the church with a reliable pulpit ministry.

About one year before Pastor Alex Kim began a six-month sabbatical in July 2025, Elder Li hosted a
third Preaching Workshop. This session focused on the English ministry and trained four English-ministry
members alongside one Chinese-ministry brother.

Thanks to this foresight, the English pulpit ministry continued smoothly during Pastor Kim’s leave.
Elder Li preached twice each month, while the five trainees shared the remaining responsibilities, requiring
guest speakers on only three occasions.

9. Twenty Years of Church Growth

When the church ended its lease at Gates Elementary
School in late spring 2011, attendance stood at
approximately 83 adults, 17 children, and 25 youth—
totaling 125 people. A January 2012 group photo taken
at the new building captured 176 people. By January
2019, the congregation had grown to 164 adults, 41
children, and 45 youth, totaling 250. Just prior to the
COVID-19 pandemic in January 2020, attendance
reached 264—the church’s pre-pandemic high.

In the seven years following the move from Gates
Elementary School to our current building in 2011, total
attendance more than doubled, with child and youth attendance reaching record peaks. Over time, however, the
number of children and youth gradually declined. Adult attendance remained steady at around 180—though it
dipped to 171 during the pandemic—while youth and children numbers continued to drop, falling to 22 children
and 27 youth by 2025.

This decline reflected a natural shift within the congregation: children from founding families grew
up and left for college, and the church faced ongoing challenges in attracting new, young families.
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Recognizing this trend, coworkers prayed earnestly for God to bring a new generation of young families
into the church.

Praise God for answering those prayers and moving the congregation to warmly welcome new families!
The church group photo taken at the beginning of 2026 showed remarkable growth across all age groups.
Total attendance reached 291—an increase of 49 people (about 20 percent) over 2025. With the parking lot
now full and the sanctuary frequently filled to capacity, the deacon board has approved an application to
the town to expand the parking lot by 85 spaces.

10. The Search for a Senior Pastor

At the end of 2025, as Elder Li’s term as interim pastor drew to a close, the church initiated a search
for a lead pastor in accordance with its bylaws. The deacon board initially formed a lead-pastor search
committee; however, during the process, several members raised thoughtful concerns regarding procedures,
communication, and committee representation. To foster thoroughness, transparency, and church unity, the
board revised the process and established a preliminary nominating committee to select members for the
search committee.

The newly formed search committee consists of five members, supported by an adviser and a consulting
adviser. Following the framework outlined in The Right Pastor (recommended by the consulting adviser), the
committee began by conducting two congregational surveys—one regarding the church’s vision and the other
regarding the qualities desired in a lead pastor. Based on this feedback, the committee drafted a senior pastor job
description and is now moving forward to prayerfully seek and nominate qualified candidates.

On January 4, 2026, the church ordained Elder Mingche Li as Honorary Pastor for Life and Jianguo
Wang as the church’s first elected elder.

11. Looking Ahead: Toward the Next Twenty Years

BMWRBC is a congregation filled with the Lord’s love and a deep hunger for God’s Word. We thank
God for continually adding new families—especially young families—and newly baptized believers to
our fellowship. As the parking lot has become insufficient and the sanctuary is frequently filled, further
expansion will be necessary as God continues to grow our church.

Thankfully, our architect has completed preliminary designs and approximate cost estimates for an
expanded parking lot, a new 400-seat sanctuary, and additional classrooms. The next step is to prayerfully
await the Lord’s guidance and offer ourselves together in faith to fulfill the ministry He has entrusted to us.

Looking ahead, BMWBC must continue to spread the gospel
locally, make disciples, and care for our surrounding community,
while stepping into a more active role in global missions—
sending out gospel workers, extending God’s kingdom, and
fulfilling the Great Commission given by the Lord Jesus.

May the Lord who so graciously led us through the past
twenty years continue to guide us through the next twenty,
making BMWBC a people of strength who are grounded in the

Lord, united in heart, and devoted to glorifying His name!
The newly appointed Honorary Pastor
and elected Elder, with their wives
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Blessed Assurance

By Beatrice S. Wei

1. Crossing Ministry

During the summer following my elementary school graduation,
responding to the call of the Holy Spirit, I confessed my sins, repented,
and accepted God as my Lord and Savior. After being baptized during
high school years, I began to serve Him. For many years, the focus of
my ministry had been centered on children’s ministry; it seemed like
that was my calling, which God had entrusted to me. However, God’s
plan was beyond mine. Owing to Boston MetroWest Bible Church
service, unexpectedly and truly miraculously, God guided me, instead of
continuing in the children’s ministry, to start serving in the youth ministry.

2. Youth Sunday Service

When Boston MetroWest Bible Church was first established in 2006, I joined the Children’s Ministry
without any doubt. However, due to the needs of a few youth students, an English-language Youth Sunday
Service was simultaneously launched. After serving in the children’s ministry for one year, with the
original individuals being available to serve in the children’s ministry, I decided to hand over the leading
role of the children’s ministry to Sister Yang Minhui; in addition, I privately invited Sister Bing Danyang to
prayerfully consider joining the children’s ministry. God truly paved the way for the Metro West Church’s
Youth Ministry, together with Sister Anna from our parent church, and we proceeded to launch the English-
language Youth Sunday Service.

A few years later, Sister Anna returned to the parent church to serve alongside with Pastor King-Fai. Soon
after Sister Anna’s departure, God led various speakers to preach at the Youth Sunday Service. Speakers
included brothers from our own congregation, elders or laymen from the parent church, and other guest
speakers such as youth pastors from neighboring Chinese Bible church, seminarians, part-time or full-time
student ministers, and one sister from nearby American churches. Most remarkably, some of these individuals
were my former Chinese Sunday School students; they now became my fellow co-workers. This was
indeed God’s blessing. I began to establish a rotation for the weekly speakers. During the summer months,
we featured special guest speakers, including but not limited to young missionaries or passionate campus
Christian leaders. Through the years, God had prepared co-workers whom He had a calling for our youth
members. They built relationships with youth members and nurtured their spiritual growth.

3. Youth Sunday School

Soon after, with great faith, the Youth Sunday School was also launched smoothly. To our surprise, there
were already one combined class. As God led new co-workers to join the team, the Youth Sunday School
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was further divided into several classes, from 6th graders to senior high school students, with each class
tailored to the specific needs of different age levels.

4. Youth Fellowship

Once the youth Sunday program was established, the Youth Friday Fellowship was launched. Sister
Anna invited the Wilsons, a faithful couple from Faith Church, to serve as youth fellowship counselors.
Running concurrently with the Friday night adult fellowship, the teenagers started their own fellowship.
Boston MetroWest Bible Church Youth Fellowship has drawn many non-believing teenagers to join. As
the number of participants grew, as well as new counselors joined, the youth fellowship was divided into
three groups based on grade levels. The junior high students were divided into individual boys’ and girls’
groups. Aunt Wilson took responsibility for preparing the curriculum, while teaching God-inspired many
brothers and sisters to teach the two junior high fellowship groups.

As for the high school fellowship group, God led a brother from Faith Church to partner with me
in this ministry. We were responsible for preparing a systematic series of Bible study materials together
with discussion questions. We further selected several spiritually mature students to lead the Bible study
sessions. Under the Holy Spirit’s guidance, the youth members studied diligently, shared, supported, and
encouraged one another. While their spiritual lives grew, they also delved into His Word and witnessed
God’s amazing grace.

5. The Process of Youth Spiritual Growth

To guide teenagers toward baptism and discipleship, we adapted Paul Little’s classic books—Know
Why You Believe and Know What You Believe—into a baptism class curriculum. Students voluntarily
enrolled in the class. Some participants felt they were not ready and withdrew halfway through; others
completed the entire series—some even more than once—yet still did not feel inspired to be baptized. We
felt gratified by their prudence and honesty.

As for those who were ready to be baptized, they were first required to submit a written testimony and a
personal statement of faith. This was followed by an interview conducted by Anna and me to confirm that
they were called by the Holy Spirit, acknowledged their sin, repented, and believed that Christ was born
of a virgin, crucified on the cross to atone for our sins as a propitiatory sacrifice, resurrected on the third
day, ascended to heaven, glorified, and had bestowed the Holy Spirit. To receive baptism is to declare—in
the presence of both God and man—the reception of Christ as Lord and Savior, trusting Him and obeying
God to guide one's life journey.

Spiritual growth and maturation require a long process of waiting and obedience. From participating
in worship, Sunday School, and fellowship, to making a baptismal commitment, being justified by faith,
living for the Lord, and walking the path of sanctification, the Holy Spirit guided the young flock to walk
in accordance with God’s will: “And your ears shall hear a word behind you, saying, ‘This is the way,
walk in it,” when you turn to the right or when you turn to the left” (Isaiah 30:21).

6. Youth Spiritual Service Disciplines

Since moving into the newly completed Boston MetroWest Bible Church (BMWBC) building in 2011,
the youth have had a designated youth chapel. Two high school sisters initiated the Sunday worship team,
and as time went on, new members joined their ranks.
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Prior to the BMWBC church, children were entrusted to the care and guidance of several teenagers
during the weekly Friday night adult fellowship meetings. After gaining years of practical experience
teaching children, this group of teenagers accumulated sufficient expertise. Consequently, during the very
first summer following the establishment of the BMWBC church building, the youth members launched a
Vacation Bible School (VBS) led entirely by teenagers. The VBS lasted for five weekdays; mornings were
dedicated to age-level, Bible-themed teaching, followed by various small group sessions. After lunch, the
teenage staff led a variety of extracurricular activities.

The daily schedule of classes ended around 3:00 PM. After this time, children who remained on the
premises were supervised by adult volunteers—brothers and sisters who had signed up in advance for specific
dates. They accompanied the children while they watched videos or engaged in other lighthearted activities.

In addition, during the morning hours—concurrent with the children's classes—two sisters led a women's
adult group. Following two years of observation under Sister Mei-en (the parent church pastor's wife) and
two subsequent years of continued training, these two sisters transitioned into leadership roles. They led
discussions that aligned with the children's curriculum themes, sharing and engaging with the participating
parents. The youth staff team was also responsible for setting up the venue and handling the cleanup.

Moreover, prior to hosting the VBS, the youth staff took charge of planning, establishing guidelines,
and organizing training sessions. Each day after classes ended, the youth staff held debriefing sessions to
summarize the day's activities and conduct evaluations. As a result of their success, many teenagers from
other churches began signing up to join the VBS youth staff team. A few years later, one of the youth staff
members developed a comprehensive handbook for adult staff members and implemented an adult staff
training program.

The number of children enrolling in the VBS program increased year after year, and the teenagers
serving in VBS demonstrated remarkable diligence and responsibility. Due to limitations in venue capacity
and resources, we were compelled to include a registration deadline on the application form and cap the
number of available spots each year. Through the experience of serving together, these teenagers achieved
a profound unity in the Lord and demonstrated the power of team spirit to its fullest extent.

As adolescents navigate the journey of spiritual growth, it is essential for them to recognize the
significance of missionary work. Initially, we participated in short-term mission trips led and organized by
another Chinese church to learn from them. After several years of learning, we faithfully formed our own
short-term mission team. Spreading the Gospel involved not only sharing and proclaiming the Good News
to non-believers but also personally experiencing God's grace and power.

All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to Christ. Bearing witness for Christ is done not
only through words, but more importantly, through our daily lives and actions. And here is His promise:
“And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age” (Matthew 28:20).

7. Blessed Assurance

Through nine years of serving in Boston MetroWest Bible Church youth ministry, I have profoundly
experienced that “God’s thoughts are not my thoughts, neither are His ways my ways. For as the heavens
are higher than the earth, so are His ways higher than my ways and His thoughts than my thoughts” (Isaiah
55:8-9). God entrusted me with the mission of serving the youth—not merely to mentor and inspire them
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to bear witness for Christ, but more importantly, to enable me to grow in faith, understand His magnificent
power, and experience that God is entirely trustworthy. “Oh, taste and see that the LORD is good; blessed
is the man who takes refuge in Him!” (Psalm 34:8).

A group photo of Sister Beatrice Wei with the youth when she left BMWBC in 2015

To end this story, I conclude by quoting the
hymn "Blessed Assurance" by the renowned
American blind hymnwriter, Fanny J. Crosby:

Blessed assurance, Jesus is mine;

Oh, what a foretaste of glory divine!
Heir of salvation, purchase of God,

Born of His Spirit, washed in His blood.
Perfect submission, perfect delight,
Visions of rapture now burst on my sight;
Angels descending, bring from above
Echoes of mercy, whispers of love.
Perfect submission, all is at rest,

1 in my Savior am happy and blest;
Watching and waiting, looking above,
Filled with His goodness, lost in His love.
This is my story, this is my song,
Praising my Savior all the day long;

This is my story, this is my song,
Praising my Savior all the day long.

The youth and coworkers presented Sister Beatrice Wei with
a framed collage of photos, signed by everyone on the frame.

RN REHMY 183



i B 55 7 i

FHIDFEFT

By Joan Yu

[ Bi20155F 2220194 F A /D=8 THIIRER, TR0 e iiEds . —BER, FORIRIR S B4
BULESE | MU RWEEE , MR 4T 2B PUBSRTI A SRR B AR R
R SLER, HOEA R DRI A B, AR AR X I ES R AN EIVE N

—< M “ABIRK” B “HE9FFK”

BRALE20100 K BN H &0 A =NEZT, HXMBATRIE, T FEE B ST EAR.
ag AT B e FRAEZ TR FUR S ERIFEEY, SRS AT R I EAY
HEN . (HIRAEVH HONRIEZ AT AT, AR, HEAALEME . “FRENARIEIZEA
MEEsE. 7 HIEAIRA 2GRS AL,

AT L. 7 TR, WWEZ T IPEREITEIX
s BTN E e B )L E DT H Awanas
FIHBLEEHAS. BHHEA22K (Vacation Bible
School——VBS) o Z T IEIRREZXEE, Fih
ANMSHBHEERATRBEZ. 55 K, £
VBS, M _EACHIHE,

HEE AR, RS O RN
T LI A
[ AL BEEE
LA e TEL - 4% 20FEVBSIL
DRMTWEILACH, TEAEE BT A EE, BRI 4 SR
IRATEAL SRR, B UL, R E MO F 1.

FUARTHANE % PR ) AUNRIE M M AR AL o HPRRE]
H O HER G BRABIHES & 7, JobBAEH T K. IANEH O EZEMIR, &
T, B A SR BRSOk B K

20126FRETTIRR, IAETIXHa2 e, HAEMZ T W, FILECZHEEM, By
(RS RAE R

184 R P RR R A+ ST



— MILEEITIEFTVCFEEIMRALG: M—F5HM

B, BAJLER TR, AFEHY. ROV R0, IR I a2 e 5k
EAYE, KEHT.

Ak, METHE /DR TR SR R S, ok P30 B IE B MR T DR T
e FOM:  “REABSHIRW, PR TN ZILBRA S I 7 TREEN T .

YR, HBAH DFEHIN, WEAEERTA . SRR R R4 5245 3K,
WA ARSI P . BARERAT A PEIRFIE La T AR, E30BATMmE: ek
TERH S, M dl, tptia e SRy T,

REK, MW T oK AT DFEEPE R B, BapFRE. FIheE, XA H M
SHR UK EHCL, URBRRE A, RS 5. RIEmlL, JRABHZEAMS
BT

FAEHAMZ S, LA S Faith Evangelical Free Church (FEFC) #H Grace Chapel eSS,
W B IE R R TE R TR TR EAAR . Bagieh, I aE 2 i,

=. A AR BEERBSHIZEH

1. $BE Michelle YA : #HEBEMRE

Ak, REFVIELE Littletons  BEIRATHASAILHILLE Michelle Dougherty, #1255 />
FEH Lo PRI IARIE, FERNTAS WL, WT—% BN Litdeton #58r, B2 HAEASH
SRS Rk, MEAHEE SR AR, FAEE RES S IRE.

T2, Michelle BCNFRMEE R PFAZ —, —BERF B2 EZ T, AHIHE Tk,

FAPOAP R, ME M fREHE 0], FUR S IR ARLE,

2. FEFC B FIT: BRI

FATRECR T NI RIL A 5K EH H 2 Faith
Evangelical Free Churcho fBAITHY /A4 Christian
Waltmire B RUE T S I H DR HATH

F, SEMNNTFPE—HRS, HFrEmEEE.

N £ V= E | == /]\ o .
%EF E/j ﬁfff”f/ = Eﬂﬂ/ Christian Waltmire #fiHr 408 /D AFE 2 2

FRNE BEHY 185



186

3. Gordon—Conwell #ZzH9ZF 4 Charis Gillman: #EBERIAL

WA A Gordon-Conwell #12£5E. M1 —E M EREAMEIE A R# ALY, 255/
T, HABSHEREEAHTMEL S ANTE. S8, HTIRATBSIE T RN,
— BN AF A EERTR

JAENE, ISR R ERS SR B
PR BABHIER AN EE, AAMIKL
27 S

B EERE g4 Charis Gillman, B
HERNFESL S EESREI RS IR
FHo MATACE MM ATE B TS E L, Wt
IMEBTBEK, AR ES T —EW
ATHE. GAERE A SR R R
o= N 1) 1 73N /1R o i e 2 AT

Charis Gillman 2575 /04 _F i

ih—EZ5IFRERNAS T S
T, EFIfEpiEl. g, St —
S EEI= SR

4. Grace Chapel B9%3E]:
Saul Lee R9ZIE

X Grace Chapel 2 CESL,
[T TSR A B BAMUNTARE B REIRIT
KIA MG, AEERIRANFHREE
BRI AL TR, MR T Saul Leef LRI 2041 15— 2
—Ni B ASE S A Saul Leeo SILTAIA)G, SaulbR B FRATHSHUEE DFEEE. XM EMET IR o

PO. fECERZITRE&E: Sandy Liu $ZUmBRI 2 3k
104520164F 10 H30 HABR EHUEE, KN T LHEFGR, RIKR TF2 N, A —(LREEHTK
Tt EAS— /], AB mH A4 TA A AT, HOFENIRATREZRS5] 5. — iz

VOB NI BEEE CBCGB IRR I D AEHUT Sandy Live FOHEAR:  “Xalmhf, Magamge 7 H
ES U TR S A AW

B PERREEE = T+ EFET



BAEE], Sandy MMARKTEIRELATE TR, KBV FRATL 0= < EkA» 10819 - 2577, 2
FEFAT

el “HH WRI—HUFM, BEARAFLE,
"ty P MEE—R0, WkEL, WibiTE.

il = T VP B DAL, SUMBA TR ARE 2 i ot A KIEE., Ik
AT EAEE

MRS TR], AR ZE o

F . Bible Quizzing: fHRIIEIEFBWSIA

CLIFEF 5y 55211
NFR BT A AANGESRIR ] I SO IR T e A .
T}4:CBCGB Fe e A Bible Quizzing (EAHIE) o ZEREFUIATERBZ0.
—IFIRIETARAME, TR, JFRNIUD &M, Hp—12:

CEWT, AR AR, EERER, KA CRARENE PR 7

I FERWAE Bty « REFEKXES TILR, REREARNE TRT, %
SRS . FRIREEESR], IEEASMFIEES, haWs] AL

Hit A HAR B —— 152 M . R EZ RSS2, B KSR s B 2 %+
A T4, NI T Bible Quizzingo

HESK, KAZ NN EBQII AR AT . MATELH WA «<FIRZ T 108137,
W AT ORI 2RI o

—X4ERR92FH: Winter Nationals (ZZ£EEE) HIHEHE

BQ/A Winter Nationals [b3§, AR LM E@Sacandaga, a5 T - B 202 H S8
Ko BA—HHHREL K, HAJUFERMARR KB

A, FMBAFEEE A CHZ FIELSE. RIEHE LA, IRES— Sl 8% H
H, R IIEAE N R BT AT A N, (HROE—HRARIZ N X%

BBF], — TR, #A IR CBCGB AR B RSS2 o R IE I~ A K
BRI IME R HT RIS, E7285E 7TMEA; 73— P RER N T Jacob
B — KRB EPE T R2%, AR, WG], EEGE 7L, &n, ArA2382 i
FIFETC AR -0, (EHBOITIaHT A HRE, B — T AT He3E.

FRNE BEHY 187



188

B SLEE, A RIGR S P e, I
AFEABIR | TR A AT Jacob A%
J& IR FE R CBCGB T4 h s 30
TSk T IX BRI 205

75~ Lynn 22 E: ABIABRBEFER
HESVEEFPIITIE

R <HESZEE A 1Fe T T HRAE _ o
%_\,1/[])&\%@}7 %IE/‘] , %‘&%ﬁi _» Winter Nationals in Sacandaga, NY

Lynn fEE 2 YouthWorks A4 H A AT = A AR G HER) — R E 2 iR BT RE AV B RO R B 47
BNERHRM I RFMBA, FEAESLIRIZ LA TR E OB R . AR EI
LEAEBRESR T Lynn, 543 ATHE KRGS — IR . ARN1Z 5 &SR TAE, 1730
EESRIATHE, WA RR RN SVERIBINT . FERAYHUFR 7 5=t 3 B AT T AE AT A
OISR, AR IR R AR R

£ 20184F Lynn JHEH, AWZALNTE VERELAE, —FASMSBURFMES.
], HABASHFH DHEH T R THOHSHZ T2 R B ABITFRA 0 H
afi HEACHE JEEWACENL, EMS, W ESIYOEH SRR,

RS, AR AT D &
PEAE

PPN LEFAT 0B P, FRATIXS 1]
RAHIIFRYE; JRTT, ABEDIAIRB R, FA]
SN DL T A AEAR AT A i R ERER M T ARAEAAT]
M= B W O WOV 5, o1 = A s I =

Q:I:‘E: Y =
cole ?‘HEEIJIVE}‘A;E{?-”: 20184F Lynn FEE R

X LE AR BRI R A TAEMORAZFEARIGEST, TSR B, ARy,
DRBADSHAMESE . MR HITIREI T, bk H liae.

JE— IR AR A 25 o

B PERREEE = T+ EFET



Journey of Faith

by Elijah Wang

My youth ministry experience has been a period of significant spiritual growth. Participating in community
events and opportunities such as the youth worship team has taught me valuable lessons about faith,
strengthening my spiritual roots and creating the “good soil” necessary for faith to thrive.

Before joining the youth ministry and the worship team, my exposure to faith had been shallow and weak.
As Jesus tells us in the Gospel of Matthew, “The seed falling on rocky ground refers to someone who hears
the word and at once receives it with joy. But since they have no root, they last only a short time.” A faith
without strong roots is like a house built on sand—when the rain comes, it collapses. Thankfully, through the
youth ministry, my faith has developed firmer roots and a deeper connection to God.

From an early age, I was wary of public speaking, let alone playing music in front of a congregation. In
second grade, I was asked to recite John 1:1 on stage. I remember stuttering and mangling the words so badly
that the audience reacted with a mix of awkward stares and laughter. From that moment on, I developed severe
glossophobia—the fear of public speaking. I avoided being the center of attention and hesitated to speak to new
people. My courage felt trapped by fear and anxiety, and for a time, I could not fully experience God’s presence in
my life. [ regressed in my spiritual journey, weakening my faith and damaging my self-esteem.

However, years later, a single event became the catalyst for my return to faith. I vividly remember a
Friday in September of seventh grade. I was walking to the main church building with Evan. At first, we
talked about random topics like math, but eventually the conversation turned to the music team. He asked
if I wanted to join, and compelled by something deep within me, I said yes. Almost immediately, I regretted
my impulsive decision. I didn’t know how to play the guitar, sing, or even understand music! How could I
promise something I believed I couldn’t do? Performing in front of a congregation required confidence—
something I lacked. I was certain I would fail. Yet somehow, I managed not to completely embarrass myself
(mostly because I only moved my lips instead of actually singing).

From there, one week became two, then three, and before I knew it, I was taking weekly guitar lessons just
for the music team. With each passing week, each song, and each moment on stage, my confidence grew. I
no longer feared the bright lights or the audience’s gaze. Instead, I trusted that the Lord would guide us, just
as He had before. Looking back, what seemed like meaningless small talk was actually God leading me to
worship. In a way, I became an instrument—Iliterally and spiritually—in His service.

The youth ministry and worship team have been essential to my spiritual growth. Without them, my faith
would be like a tree without roots, easily toppled by the slightest wind. Instead, my faith has matured and
flourished in the supportive environment they provided. I have overcome a fear that once seemed destined to
control my life. As it says in Ephesians 3:12, “In him and through faith in him we may approach God with
freedom and confidence.” God has broken the chains that once held back my courage. Through a leap of
faith, I discovered the boldness needed to serve Him.

In a single moment, God set me on a path that changed my life. So, brothers and sisters in Christ, “Let us
then approach God’s throne of grace with confidence, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help us
in our time of need” (Hebrews 4:16).
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Music as Ministry

By Rachel Ding

Music has been an important part of my life for as long as I can remember. I grew up playing piano and
oboe. Last summer, God opened a door for me to share that gift with others.

In my junior year of high school, I applied for and received a grant through
my school to establish a music program that would provide instruments and
lessons completely free of charge. I was searching for a space to host my
program. Around the same time, Tina and the Children's Ministry at Boston
MetroWest Bible Church were looking for someone to supervise the kids on
Friday nights while parents attended Bible study. Thank the Lord for perfectly
arranging this win-win situation!

Building the program from the ground up was a challenging but rewarding process. I had to figure out
the curriculum, source the instruments, spread the word to families, and then actually run the lessons every
Friday night—but I could not have done it alone. Thank you to Tina for coordinating and communicating
with the parents! Thank you Eli and my brother Ryan, for helping me teach the kids how to play the recorder!

Week by week, we watched the program come together
and the kids progress from not even knowing how to hold an
instrument to being able to play an entire song from memory.
The kids worked diligently and joyfully toward a final recital for
parents and the other church attendees.

At this performance, I also shared key takeaways from a
research paper I wrote on music's cognitive benefits, hoping to
encourage more families to keep their children engaged in music.
Seeing—or should I say hearing—those kids shine God’s light
on that stage was so incredible. I hope the kids were proud of
themselves because I knew I was proud of them!

I am grateful to have been able to share my love of music-
making with these children, and I pray this is only the beginning. Praise the Lord for granting me this
opportunity to serve. Also, thank you to the parents for your patience as your children learned a new
instrument and filled your homes with some not-so-melodious sounds! And special thank you to the kids
— for your enthusiasm, your hard work, and for making my Friday nights so incredibly rewarding!
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Food Drive:
How God Multiplied our Small 0ffering

Hello, church ?awﬁ\\j!

we 3ve celind and cailyn. AS high School SoPhowores who have practically grown up at BMwBe—
from cubbies to youth group—this chuvch s our howe,

our food drive Project ovigindted during 3 Sundady School class where we were confronted with
the vedlity of suffering within our own community. This completely shifted our perSpective; we
had always associdted poverty and Struggle with distant countries never vedlizing that havdship
existed all avound us. Sparked by that lesson, we knew we wanted to Step up and wake 3 tangible
impact as 3 Part of God's kingdow.

we partnered with Open Table, @ local non-profit chavity ovganization, deSigned prowotional
Posters and even used ouv |imited chinese to Pitch the ided to the church adults. Soon after, we
set up donation bing right n front of the wmain building.

During the §irst week we felt 3 wave of doubt. The only food n the bing was what the two of
us had brought. But God had 3 wiuch bigger plan. over the next five weeks, donations pouved in until
our bing weve overflowing, and we had to Scvamble to §ind extra boxes.

we never could have imagined the immense outpouring of Support §vowm our church §amily. By
the end of the cam?paign, we had collected 3 gvand total of 329.6 Pounds of groceries for those n
need. We dre So Proud to have played 3 part n God's plan to comfort the hungry, and we ave deeply
grateful to our church community fov helping us accomplish this ncredible achievement!

Blessings,

celina wang % Ca_l\\jv\ Lu
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Open Table Instagram Post Open Table Letter

Dropping off food at Open Table Successful food drive drop off!
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2026 GERMANY SHORT-TERM
MISSION BRIEFING

Pastor Alex Kim Elder Jianguo Wang

In May 2025, Elder Jianguo and Mrs. Li Wei, serving as missionaries with Europe Campus Ministry
(ECM), visited the Chinese Christian Church in Cologne and met with Pastor Wang Bai, who highlighted a
vital new ministry opportunity. The population of Chinese students in Germany is expanding rapidly, with
an increasing number choosing to stay after graduation to build careers, marry, and raise families. Facing
an urgent need to broaden their outreach to these young families, Pastor Wang asked whether Boston
MetroWest Bible Church (BMWBC) could partner with them to host a Vacation Bible School to attract
young parents who are seekers and share the gospel with them. In swift response to this call, our church’s
VBS co-head sister Qu Feng, English Pastor Alex, and Mission Committee member sister Jiang Mei all
enthusiastically championed the initiative.

After a year of prayer and preparation, on August 9, 2026, our church sent a short-term mission team
consisting of six adults and seven
teenagers to Cologne to help the
church run its first-ever Vacation
Bible School. As our church’s first
independently organized mission trip,
we did not quite know what to expect.
What we quickly learned, however,
was that missions require flexibility
with God’s timing and dependence on
His grace.

To be truthful, things did not go
according to plan from the beginning.
At Boston Logan Airport, one of our
students discovered that her passport
was five days short of Germany’s three-month validity requirement. She was not allowed to board the
flight, and her mother stayed behind with her to help. We suddenly found ourselves two members short
before we had even left the country. On top of this, another team member was already feeling unwell.
Nevertheless, we went forward, trusting that God was at work even in circumstances that felt like setbacks.

After arriving in Frankfurt on Monday morning, we traveled to Cologne and immediately began
preparing for the week. Exhausted from the journey and dealing with significant jet lag, the team adjusted
our plans in case our missing members could not join us. Then God answered our prayers. The next day,
we learned that the mother and daughter had been able to renew the passport and would arrive in time for
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the start of the program. In fact, they arrived before the program officially began, allowing our entire
team to be together for the week. What initially looked like a major disruption became an early reminder
that the success of the mission did not ultimately depend on our ability to control our circumstances.
That lesson continued throughout the week.

Each morning, we spent time in the Gospel of John reflecting on the importance of witnessing and
asking what missions are really about. Though these devotional times were short because of the demands
of the day, they helped reorient our hearts toward God and the people we had come to serve. As the week
progressed, our physical and mental exhaustion increased. Yet, strangely, our spiritual strength did not
diminish with it. The Spirit sustained us when our own energy was running low. Through games, teaching,
conversations, prayer, and simply being present with the children, God enabled us to serve them faithfully.
What we could not accomplish through our own strength, God supplied through His grace.

By the end of the week, the church in Cologne was deeply grateful for what had taken place. The
children themselves were already imagining how they might return someday, not merely as campers, but
as counselors. But the blessing had not
flowed in only one direction. Our team
came home grateful as well. We went
to serve the church in Koéln, but through
that service, God served us. We saw
something of Jesus in the children and in
the church. We experienced God's love
through their smiles, laughter, prayers,
conversations, and generosity. Though
our team may have contributed more of
the physical labor, the people we served
gave us something in return that cannot
be measured by hours worked.

That may have been one of the most important lessons of the trip: Christian mission is not simply
about bringing something to people who need it. It is about entering into the work God is already
doing and discovering that He intends
to bless the ones who go as well as the
ones who receive them. This was not
a one-sided mission. It was a mission
of mutual encouragement, growing
relationships, and the beginning of a
partnership for the kingdom of God. We
went to Cologne hoping to be a blessing.

By God's grace, we discovered that we
had been blessed as well.
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By Jonathan & Annie
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Dear Friends,

How are you? Your prayers are appreciated for the war in Iran and in the Middle East. We are safe right
now where we are. We are thankful that we are far from any US military base and also from militias that
are pro-Iran. We feel fortunate that our area is like an oasis amid the various turmoils. Besides not having
government power (we still have generator power most of the time) and the airport closure, our lives and
work here are continuing as normal. We are actively monitoring the situation. In the meantime, please keep
the region in prayer.

Annie and I are flying out this Friday, not because of the conflict, but as part of our planned trip back
to HK and China. Please pray that all border crossings and connections go smoothly (we had rebooked
our flights to avoid the Middle East) and that we have a good time reconnecting with friends and those we
ministered to in the past.

Jonathan and Annie
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As It Happens (from Annie)

“Honey, don’t worry. I know that God will take us to where we need to be, knowing when we need to

get there. He is always on time!” I smiled at Jonathan.

As we watched the news of war break out between Iran and its surrounding nations, Jonathan realized
we had to change our routes for the next leg of prayer walking. All airports in the Middle East are in
lockdown. While he worked on booking a new route, I prayed with him. We have been prayer walking
through nations for the last 18 years, covering 74 with our children and more than 90 as a couple. Praying
through Sri Lanka and Azerbaijan has been on our hearts. We also have to make a trip back to HK and
China to take care of things. Even though it is hard for me to leave Iraq at this window of time: Spring—
peak gardening season, I sense that God knows what He is doing and has opened this timing for us to
head out with our backpacks again. I am so grateful at 55, 56, God has blessed us with strong legs and
stamina to keep going, praying His love and kindness through the nations, as we meet people to bless

and love, one nation at a time.

What does it feel like to spring clean and make Tang Yuan (sweet rice balls) to celebrate Chinese New
Year with our local staff, teammates, friends, and neighbors in the midst of crazy times? I take in a deep
breath and marvel at the gift of His presence. We are so grateful that things are safe in our area. Life
keeps going on amid Ramadan and war. We live life fully, heartily, with thanksgiving. Looking back at
previous assignments, God has shown us again and again that nothing can stop what He purposes. And
what is not from Him, not even a crack is possible. He called us to a family prayer walk through Africa
in 2020. COVID and near-death from malaria for Jonathan could not stop his heartbeat of love for the
nations. God saw us through. This February, God opened a door for Jonathan and 2 other teammates to
deliver supplies across the border to the refugees in Syria. It wasn’t easy. God made a way. Once again,

we rest in Him as the call to load the backpacks and prayer walk is here and now.

When God calls, we answer. He will figure out the details. He shows up again and again, never failing,
even when we fall short. Thank you so much for joining us in this adventure following Jesus. There is

joy in the journey. His mercy is new every morning. Great is His faithfulness.
P.S. I trust God knows my heart to grow robust veggies on our balcony this season. I don’t know when

and how, but He will figure this out for me. The seeds are ready for planting. He will open the window of

time and prepare our soil!
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