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Becoming a F.A.LT.H. Servant for the Lord

Matthew 25:14-30

Happy New Year!

Another new year brings us the opportunity
for new challenges and to make meaningful
choices. Life is full of decisions —some small,
some life-altering. Just recently, United Airlines
reported a tragic discovery: a body found in the
wheel well of a Boeing 787-10 that arrived at
Maui Airport from Chicago on Christmas Eve
2024. Investigators determined the person had
made a fatal choice —climbing into the aircraft’'s
wheel well, a decision that cost him his life.
This heartbreaking example reminds us that
choices matter.

Either your decision to immigrate to America,
to start a new career, or to follow Christ Jesus
as your personal Savior—each choice carries
eternal significance.

A NEW YEAR’S RESOLUTION

As we begin 2025, | challenge you to make
this a spiritually significant year.

Evangelism Explosion (EE), a Personal
Evangelism training ministry, seeks recruits
who embody three key qualities.

FAT

Faithful
Available
Teachable

The Goals for Theological Training

China Evangelical Seminary expands the
list by adding:

Integrity
Humility

Together, these form the acronym F.A.L.T.H.
—a fitting guide for anyone desiring to serve
God in the new year.

PIEHEH R

By Elder Mingche Li

Spirituality, Scholarship, and Service

Heart (Spirituality): Fear God, imitate Christ,
and be enlightened by the Holy Spirit

Head(Scholarship):Biblical Foundation,
Theological Core, Academic Reflection

Hand (Service): Serve in love, with a heart
for mission and awareness of your cultural
context.

Let us become servants after God’s own
heart — those who reflect His values in every
area of life.

BECOMING A F.A.L.T.H. SERVANT

The motto of FALTH., | think, is a pretty
complete list. | would like to challenge each
of you to think and work toward these five
characteristics for this New Year’s resolution, at
least as a start.

F: FAITHFUL

“The man who had received five talents of
money brought the other five. ‘Master,” he said,
‘you entrusted me with five talents of money.
See, | have gained five more.” His master
replied, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant!
You have been faithful with a few things; | will put
you in charge of many things. Come and share
your master’s happiness!”  Matthew 25:20-21.

God has entrusted each of us with time,
talents, and resources. A faithful servant uses
these for the advancement of God’s kingdom.

To be faithful means to:

* Listen and obey God’s calling.
* Reflect Christ in your thoughts and actions
(Philippians 2:5).

* Live for Christ (Philippians 1:21).
*» Proclaim the Gospel boldly (Romans 1:16).



A: AVAILABLE

“Now an angel of the Lord said to Philip, ‘Go
south to the road—the desert road—that goes
down from Jerusalem to Gaza.” (Acts 8:26)

“Then | heard the voice of the Lord saying,
‘Whom shall | send? And who will go for us?’
And | said, ‘Here am |. Send me!” (Isaiah 6:8)

Availability is about readiness. God doesn'’t
always use the most gifted, but He does use
those who are wiling and ready. Are you
available when God calls?

| : INTEGRITY

Integrity is being the same person in public
and in private. It is the opposite of hypocrisy.

Billy Graham once said, “True integrity
involves consistency between what one says
and what one does, highlighting the moral
character of a person.”

The Bible records many examples of people
of integrity —Job, Ruth, Esther, ...

1) Job: Job is often cited as a model of
integrity. Despite facing immense suffering and
loss, he remained faithful to God and did not
curse Him. Job’s unwavering commitment to
righteousness, even during trials, showcases
his integrity.

2) Daniel: Daniel is known for his
steadfastness and adherence to his beliefs,
even when faced with the threat of death. He
refused to compromise his dietary laws and
continued to pray to God despite a decree
prohibiting it. His integrity led to miraculous
deliverance from the lion’s den.

3) Joseph: The story of Joseph highlights
his moral integrity, particularly in his refusal to
succumb to the advances of Potiphar’s wife.
Despite the consequences he faced, Joseph
chose to uphold his values and honor God.

4) Ruth: Ruth demonstrated integrity through
her loyalty to her mother-in-law, Naomi, and
her commitment to her family’s well-being. Her
selfless actions and dedication to her new faith

in God reflect her strong character.

5) Nehemiah: Nehemiah exhibited integrity
in his leadership as he oversaw the rebuilding
of Jerusalem’s walls. He resisted corruption
and exploitation, prioritizing the welfare of his
people over personal gain.

6) Esther: Esther showed integrity by
courageously standing up for her people when
they were threatened. She risked her life to
reveal her identity as a Jew and advocate for
her community, demonstrating her commitment
to justice and righteousness.

These figures illustrate various aspects of
integrity, including faithfulness, moral courage,
loyalty, and a commitment to doing what is
right, even in difficult circumstances.

As a counterexample, a recent incident in
Massachusetts brought new charges against
Judge Shelley M. Richmond Joseph, who's
accused of helping an immigrant evade federal
agents in her Newton courtroom in 2018. “The
smallest thing that a judge does that suggests
theyre not neutral is dangerous,” said Jack
Lu, a retired Superior Court judge who works
as an adjunct professor at the University of
Massachusetts Lowell. “In this business, credibility
is important. It does matter. You can't do stuff like
this. It damages the perception of the judiciary.”

T: TEACHABLE

“But grow in the grace and knowledge of our
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.” 2 Peter 3:18

A teachable spirit is humble, open to correction,
and eager to grow. Consider these examples:

David — Repented sincerely after Nathan’s
rebuke. 2 Samuel 12

Solomon — Asked God for wisdom.

Ruth — Leamed from Naomi and followed counsel.
The Apostles — Grew through Jesus’ teaching.
Timothy — Mentored by Paul.

The Bereans — Eagerly studied Scripture
(Acts 17:11).

The moment we stop learning is the moment

WIEHR SR



we stop growing.

H: HUMILITY

Adrian Rogers once said, “Nobody is
insignificant in God’s plan, but nobody is so
significant that they can do without Him.”

Humility is a central aspect of the Christian
life. Consider these examples:

Moses — Described as the humblest man on
earth (Numbers 12:3).

David — Acknowledged his need for God
(Psalm 51).

Mary — Responded with surrender and grace
(Luke 1:38).

John the Baptist — Said, “He must increase, |
must decrease” (John 3:30).

Jesus — Washed His disciples’ feet and died
on the cross (Philippians 2: 5-8).

Paul — Called himself the
apostles” (1 Corinthians 15:9).

“least of the

Zacchaeus — Humbled himself, repented,
and gave restitution (Luke 19).

Even in the business world, we find humility
as a mark of greatness.

Example: Darwin E. Smith (Kimberly-Clark CEO)

In Good to Great, Jim Collins describes
Smith as a “Level 5 Leader"—a blend of
personal humility and fierce resolve. Despite
lacking conventional credentials, Smith quietly
led the company to outperform giants like
Procter & Gamble. When asked to describe his
management style, he simply said, “Eccentric.”
That is, meek and soft coupled with a fierce,
even stoic resolve towards life.

At retirement, he humbly reflected, “I never
stopped trying to become qualified for the job.”

LEVEL 5 LEADERSHIP

Build enduring greatness through a paradoxical
blend of personal humility and professional

Level 5 leaders channel their ego needs away from
PAFH R

LEVEL 5 EXECUTIVE

Builds enduring greatness through a paradoxical
slend of personal humility and professional
wvill.

nm: EFFE( TIVE LEADER

C szxnx commitment to and vigorous
iit of a clear and co n(llln vis
| ting higher performance star m are

COMPETENT MANAGER

Organizes people and r s toward the
effective mriurnc t“runt of pr
d Stermine \‘! objectives

CONTRIBUTING TEAM MEMBER
ntributes individual capa l I ties to the
!(t Tieve \1 of grov [ }1 ctives and works
effecti ‘-r'l.]\-' with others in a gre up setting.

HiGHLY CAPABLE INDIVIDUAL

Makes productive contributions through talent,
knowledge, skills, and good work habits

LEveL 5 HIERARCHY

themselves and into the larger goal

of building a great company. It's not that Level
5 leaders have no ego or self-interest. Indeed,
they are incredibly ambitious- but their ambition
is first and foremost for the institution, and not
themselves.

Jesus Christ: The ultimate example of
humility is found in Jesus. He took on the form
of a servant, washing His disciples’ feet and
humbling Himself to the point of death on the
Cross. (Philippians 2:5-8 )

FINAL CHALLENGE

As we begin this new year, | challenge each
of you to become a FA.L.T.H. servant:

« Faithful in your calling

+ Available for God’s leading

+ A person of Integrity

» Teachable in heart and mind
» Humble in spirit

Let 2025 be the year you grow deeper in your
relationship with Christ and serve Him with your
whole heart.

“Well done, good and faithful servant... Come
and share your Master’s happiness!” (Matthew 25:21)

Therefore, we know a F.A.I.T.H. servant is
one who pleases the Lord and is on his/her way
to enter the Kingdom of Heaven via

1. Enter Narrow Gate -offer self as a living
sacrifice

2. Walk Narrow Path - Do the will of Our
Heavenly Father
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A MOTHER’S HEART

By Elder Mingche Li & June Li

Happy Mother’s Day to all Mothers!

Did any of you cook breakfast for your
Mom this morning? Raise your hand, please.

There is a Chinese saying:

“Parents’ love for their children is like a river
flows, whereas children’s affection for parents
is like leaves flapped by wind.”

Parents’ love for their children is like a
stream of water that never stops flowing;
whereas a child’s longing for his parents’
kindness is like the wind blowing through the
treetops, which passes by in a flash. This
saying is very true.

A MOTHER’S LOVE
Please cherish how your mother cares for
you when you were young.

A Mother Cuddles Her Young

She feeds ...

She protects ...

She comforts ...

She guides ...

She teaches ...

She encourages ...

She admonishes ...

She prays for her children...

She does countless other things ...

PARENTING SHIFTS IN CULTURE IMPACTS

Ellen Goodman, writing in the Boston Globe,
noted that : Americans once expected parents
to raise their children in accordance with the
dominant Judeo-Christian cultural messages.
Today, they are expected to raise their children in
opposition to these.

In the past, the chorus of cultural values was
full of ministers, teachers, neighbors, and leaders.
They demanded more conformity, but offered
more support. Now, the messengers are violent
cartoon characters, rappers, and celebrities
selling sneakers. Parents are considered
“responsible” only if they succeed in resisting.

That's what makes child-raising job harder.
It's not just that American families have less time
with their kids, it's that they have to spend more

of this time battling with our own culture.
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A MOTHER SHAPES HER CHILD’S

CHARACTER AND SUCCESS
There are many well-known people who
attribute their success in life to their mothers.

1. Kevin Durant (NBA Star) In his 2014
NBA MVP speech, Durant famously called
his mother, Wanda Pratt, “the real MVP.” He
emotionally shared how his mother sacrificed
everything, often going without food so that
Kevin and his brother could eat. His deep
gratitude showed how her love, resilience, and
sacrifices shaped his character and success.

2. Billy Graham, the world-renowned
evangelist, often spoke of his mother, Morrow
Graham, and her spiritual influence. She led
family devotions and prayed fervently for her
children. Her faith played a key role in shaping
Billy Graham’s conviction and calling to
evangelism.

3. Steve Jobs (Co-founder of Apple Inc.).
Jobs often spoke about his adoptive mother,
Clara, who instilled in him the value of hard
work and creativity. He credited her with
encouraging his curiosity and desire to explore
and innovate.

4. Bill Gates credits his mother, Mary
Gates, for his enlightenment in philanthropy.
Her handwritten note on his wedding day—
‘From those to whom much is given, much
is expected” (Luke 12:48) inspired his global

humanitarian efforts through the Gates
Foundation.
These examples serve as powerful

reminders of the significant role mothers often
play in nurturing, supporting, and inspiring their
children to reach their full potential.

Three Pillars For Building Character

What qualites do mothers instill in their
children that contribute to their success as
leaders? Mothers play a pivotal role in shaping

PIEHEH R

the qualities that contribute to their children’s
success as leaders. Here are three broad
areas attributes that mothers often instill:

I. Spiritual Foundation

Faith in God -Teach children to trust in God,
pray, and understand their identity in Christ.
(Proverbs 3:5,6)

Il. Moral Character
1. Integrity - Cultivate truthfulness,
dependability, and a moral compass grounded
in Scripture. Cover honesty, moral courage,
and accountability. (Proverbs 10:9)

2. Compassion - Encourage empathy, love,
kindness, and service to others. (Colossians 3:12)

3. Confidence with Humility -Teach children
to value themselves and others, and to lead
with grace. (Philippians 1:6)

lll. Life Skills

1. Resilience - Help children bounce back
from setbacks and learn to lean on God in
hard times. (Romans 5:3—4)

2. Communication -Teach children how to
express themselves clearly, listen well, and
use words to build others up. (Ephesians
4:15)

3. Diligence - Instill a strong work ethic,
independence, responsibility, and joy in doing
things well. (Colossians 3:23)

WHAT DOES THE BIBLE SAY ABOUT

PARENTING?

“Honor your father and mother—which
is the first commandment with a promise.
(Ephesians 6:2 )

Fathers, do not exasperate your children;
instead, bring them up in the training and
instruction of the Lord.(Ephesians 6:4)



Listen, my son, to your father’s instruction and
do not forsake your mother’s teaching.

They are a garland to grace your head and a
chain to adorn your neck. (Proverbs 1:8-9)

What does “exasperate” your children mean?
Dr. James Dobson of Focus on the Family says:
‘Do not kill the spirit; do not say things that
berate them.”

Kevin Durant's mother, Wanda, is a model
of educating children according to the Lord’s
teachings. Her valuable experience is as follows:

1. Instilling Faith and Values

From an early age, Wanda Durant ensured
that faith was an integral part of their household.
“‘My mother emphasized the importance of
church attendance and the teaching of the Bible.
Faith was always there. The word of God was
always in my home.”

2. Encouraging the development of a
personal relationship with God

Wanda believed that while she could
guide Kevin, he needed to cultivate his own
relationship with God.

Kevin Duran

Kevin & Mother Wanda

Conclusion:
How to be good Parents?

Be a behavior model for your Children
Be a model of Faith for your Children

Check List: How to be good Children?
Three pillars for building character:

I. Spiritual Foundation
Faith in God and Identity in Christ

Il. Moral Character
1. Integrity
2. Compassion
3. Confidence with Humility

[Il. Life Skills
1. Resilience
2. Communication
3. Diligence

Parents: Have you equipped your children
with the above?

To Youths: Are you equipped with the above?

May God bless our mothers! Their labor of
love is much appreciated!

13
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While | Was Still Far Off

(Luke 15:20)

By Frannie Heh

| did not grow up in a Christian household.
My parents never shared the good news of
Jesus with me, nor was | raised in a private
Christian  school environment. My first
exposure to church was around the age of ten,
attending sporadically for fun on Sundays. But
the hypocrisy | witnessed in some people there
pushed me away from Christianity for many
years.

Then in 2024, during my sophomore year of
high school, everything changed.

At fifteen, life felt crushing. The pressure
to be popular, have a relationship, maintain a
perfect skinny body, earn top grades, plan out
my future, and make my family proud weighed
heavily on me. | tried to escape this pressure
by turning to worldly comforts: chasing attention
and affirmation from boys, experimenting
with homosexuality, surrounding myself with
friends who struggled with addiction, cursing
carelessly, sneaking out, rebelling against my
parents, and lying to cover it all up. | thought
these things would make me feel alive, but
they left me empty. The more | tried to fill the
void, the deeper it grew. | was exhausted—
physically, emotionally, and spiritually.

One night, after trying to hold myself together
for so long, | collapsed. | found myself on the
floor, crying, gasping for air, overwhelmed
by the weight of my choices and the ache in
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my soul. For the first time, | prayed genuinely,
seeking God—not for material things or attention,
but simply and desperately: “Lord, give me your
strength.”

At that moment, something shifted. It felt like
my broken heart began to mend. The crushing
weight in my chest lifted. | felt Jesus’ love, as if
He embraced me in a warm hug. | had never
known before. It was as though He reached into
my darkness and whispered, “My death was for
you, too. Come home, my daughter.”

That moment changed everything.

What shocked me most was that no one had
ever preached the gospel to me. | had never fully
heard it from a pastor, a parent, or a peer. Yet
somehow, Jesus met me where | was—alone in
my bedroom, heart shattered, with nothing left
to offer. | had rejected Him, ridiculed Him, and
dismissed the idea of God altogether. But by His
grace, a small crack formed in the hardness of
my heart—a tiny desire to pray—and | grabbed
hold of that desire. That one decision saved me.

Still, 1 questioned whether what | had
experienced was real. Until then, | had seen God
as a distant ruler, angry and unreachable. | had
always rejected the idea of God because | knew
| could never live up to His standards. People
told me, “Just love yourself—you’re perfect as
you are,” but | couldn't lie to myself. Deep down,



| knew | wasn'’t perfect. | had done things | was
ashamed of. | had hurt people, lied, gossiped,
disobeyed, and acted out of anger. | couldn’t
imagine any god loving me as | was.

Thats why when | finally encountered the
gospel, it made perfect sense. Every religion
| had heard about told me | had to follow rules
and hope | measured up, but Christianity was
different. Jesus, being fully God, chose to enter
our sufferings. He lived a sinless life and died a
criminal’s death so that His perfect righteousness
could be given to anyone who believes in Him.
This wasn’t some shallow message about trying
harder. It was love in its purest form—unearned,
undeserved, and unconditional.

At fifteen, | saw that love clearly. Jesus
didn’t wait for me to fix myself. He met me at
my lowest. Who dies for someone who'’s spent
their whole life rejecting them? Only Jesus. He
showed me that | didn’t need to labor to earn
love; | had already been loved. My past didn’t
disqualify me—He had died to redeem: it.

This love transformed me from the inside
out. The things | used to chase—approval,
rebellion, temporary comfort—no longer had
a grip on me. | didn’'t need them anymore. The
desire vanished. It just... clicked. | didn’t feel the
need to return to those empty things because
| had finally found what | had been searching for:
safety, purpose, and love in Jesus.

The beauty of the gospel is that it doesn’t
sugarcoat sufferings. Jesus told us we would
face trials. And if our Savior endured the agony
of the cross, how could we expect ease? But
now | fight from a place of victory—not fear. The
devil once had power over me, tempting me
into self-destruction, but he is already defeated.
| belong to Jesus now, and nothing can separate
me from His love.

As a junior in high school, | still don’t know

exactly where life is going. But | no longer live
in fear. Whenever doubt or despair creeps in, |
remind myself: | have a Father in heaven, and |
have a Savior who has secured a place for me
in His house. | don’t need to perform for love
anymore—because | am already loved beyond
measure.

If I ever doubt God’s love, | simply look to the
cross. He willingly went on the rugged cross
to die for our sins, just to open the doors so we
can have a relationship with Him again, despite
our sins and His holiness. He did this while
He was lashed, mocked, scorned, and even
stabbed in the side. Still, He loved us so much
when we loved Him the least. If He loved me so
much, wanting to be with me again, why would |
not want to listen to my Father? | refuse to treat
God’s love as soft or indifferent. Rather, He is a
Father, and like a Father, He disciplines those
He loves. Daily, He shapes me into the image of
His Son--towards holiness. | can obey because
it's the response of a heart set free. | obey--not
to be accepted--but because | already am. | will
fall short—daily—but I'm not forsaken. | obey
because Jesus made me enough, and | can now
love others from the abundance I've received.

Yes, Christians mess up sometimes. We're
not perfect. But the church isn’'t a place for
people who have it all together—it's a hospital
for the broken. That's why | often cry when | walk
into church. | look around and see others who've
messed up, too, and been saved by the same
grace. The focus isn’t on us. It's on the Savior
who is still healing us.

Fear no longer rules my life. The burden to
perform has been lifted. | know who | am: a child
of God. | was lost, but now | am found and live
wholly for my Abba.
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TASTE AND SEE

My mom started reading me and my brother
365 days of the Bible when | was in fourth
or fifth grade. | really enjoyed it and looked
forward to hearing the stories every night before
| went to bed. Then my mom made us go to
virtual Sunday School during the pandemic.
The things taught at the Sunday School were
completely different, since we were now reading
the actual Bible, not just small renditions of the
original stories. It did not sound simple like the
children’s stories and | found the vocabulary
difficult to understand. Because of this, | thought
it was really boring and simply sat there, reading
the verses | was told to, but not paying close
attention to the discussion. In sixth grade, |
returned to school in person and my mom
started to go to church. She invited us, but no
one wanted to go with her.

Because of this at home she organized a
Bible study for my brother and | and bought us
each our own copy of the Bible. We started to
read Genesis and she would explain and teach
things to us that we were confused about. At
one point, we stopped doing the little Bible
studies all together, so | continued reading
till the end of Genesis on my own. However, |
didn’t understand anything. | liked reading the
devotionals in the Bible that | had and one day;, |
stumbled upon one that said how Jesus died for
us and our sins. | started tearing up, but | didn’t
understand why | did at the time. Next Sunday,
to the shock of my mom, I finally agreed to go to
church for the first time. | felt terrified because |
didn’t know anyone well, but | enjoyed it since |
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By Joanna Dong

felt very much at peace during the service that |
attended.

Later on, | realized why | had cried after
reading the devotional. | felt undeserving of
what Jesus did for us since at that time | was
struggling with homework and school, feeling like
| was drifting away from close friends, arguing
with my dad a lot and very depressed because
of the pandemic. | felt horrible about myself, but
the fact that someone had died for me made me
feel like | was worth something.

Since then | have found a community of
friends at church and have found a calm settling
over me during worship. Sometimes when |
feel stressed and tired or have a little argument
with my parents, going to church makes me feel
better despite all the things going on around me.
It always helps me to think that God will provide
everything | need and that He has a plan for
me and makes me feel less anxious about the
future.

Despite this, | still felt deterred by the fact that
| could never know whether God truly existed.
He didn’t speak to me. He didn’t give me a sign. |
didn’t even feel His presence. During the baptism
interview, Alex quoted Psalm 34:8 saying, “Taste
and see that the LORD is good.” He explained
how as | accepted God, my doubts would slowly
unravel. With that, instead of making the doubts
a reason for me not to get baptized | was able to
accept them through faith that God would reveal
Himself to me.



Unashamed:

Learning to Let God Lead in Worship

By Evan Wang

“I have not much to offer you
Not near what you deserve
But still | come, because your Cross
Has placed in me my worth”

Unashamed by Starfield is a contemporary
song humbling us to realize that our worth is only
determined by the love our Lord Jesus has for
us — “For it is by grace you have been saved,
through faith—and this is not from yourselves, it
is the gift of God—not by works, so that no one
can boast” Ephesians 2:8-9 (NIV).

In theory, | knew this. But in practice, | didn't.

From a young age, | knew | wanted to be on
the music team at Church. Whenever the adult
ministry came together with the Youth ministry
during joint worship, | thought that the coolest
thing in the world was to stand on stage and
play guitar. | would peek my head into the Youth
room to see the music team play. In that room, it
was like its own world, and the beat of the drum
filled the room with passion for worship. At that
time, | was half the height of even the shortest
Youth, and all | saw was how cool it was to play
an instrument on stage.

That was all | cared about. So, | decided that |
would work hard to be on the music team one day.

Beginning in the third grade, | took guitar
lessons at a neighbor’s house on Whites Pond
in Concord. Every Thursday evening, | would
jump in the car, walk down to the Pond, and
knock on his basement door. He taught me both
how to play guitar and the drum set. As | got
better, | took music theory classes at the Concord
Conservatory of Music. In my mind, | was a skilled
musician, and | knew that | would be able to even

elevate the Youth
group music team.

My dream came

true in 2022, when

| was 13. | became the worship team leader
for the youth group at BMWBC following the
departure of Olivia for college. And | got down
to work. Over time, | grew in spiritual stature
as well. | knew that | wanted to make the
music team sound better musically, just like the
professional recordings of songs by Hillsong,
Elevation Worship, and all the popular Christian
bands. But | also knew that leading the music
team was far more than just perfecting song
and tune. A music team is NOT a band after all
— we play music to bring others into WORSHIP.
And that meant a lot of things, not to mention
selecting songs appropriate for the message
Pastor Alex gave, leading the music team in
morning devotions before rehearsal so that we
could grow spiritually ourselves, and delving into
how everyone on the music team is a worship
leader themself.

| poured hours and hours of time thinking
about song selection. Scrambling to finish
homework on some days, | was down to picking
between songs, so | would listen to them again
and again, picking out each word of each song
carefully to make sure that the Youth could
respond to the Word of God each Sunday and
each Friday night service. | sometimes found
myself spending more time on the music team
on a daily basis than time spent doing my
homework for school. For me, leading worship
had become my devoted “part-time job”.

| thought | was doing all this for the Lord. But
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really, | had begun to worship myself.

Every Sunday at 9 am, we rehearsed. | led the
team through songs after songs, and we would
practice choruses and verses again, bridges,
and try to add dynamics to it all. When some of
the Youth would complain, | harshly rebuked my
brothers and sisters, thinking that they were lazy
or didn’t understand how important worship was.

When someone hit a wrong note, or sped
up too much during a song, and after we sat
down for the message, all | could think about
was how much we messed up, and what | could
say to pep talk the team to do better, at least for
the third song of the service. Before we left for
Church, | would be at my desk, surrounded by
printed music for everyone on the team — and
backup copies too.

Slowly, without realizing it, | was wearing
myself out.

“Unless the Lord builds the house, the
builders labor in vain. Unless the Lord watches
over the city, the guards stand watch in vain”
(Psalm 127:1-2 NIV).

| did not let the Lord enter my heart to guide
me in building up the team. Instead, | took the
steering wheel, pushing on the accelerator
myself to drive the team faster and faster toward
what | believed was improvement.

That direction, | now realize, was me trying
to be the perfect worship leader, but not for the
Lord — | was doing it to prove to myself that |
could be the game-changing person.

In September of 2024, | resigned from the
music team leader position. | was burnt out. Deep
down, | knew | was somehow pulling away from
God every service. Though singing the words, |
never felt the mercy, grace, and love that we sang
about. | didn’t fully understand why | was feeling
this way. | thought | was doing everything right,
but | could tell something was wrong.

Now, almost half a year later, I'm beginning
to realize | was not worshipping God. Instead, |
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was trying to prove myself. | led the music team
through devotions explaining what worship
really meant, that it was responding to God and
showing reverence to Him for His worthiness. In
fact, worship comes from the Old English word
“‘weorthscipe”, which literally means “worth-
ship” — the act of ascribing worth or value to
something or someone. But wasn't | trying to
prove my own worth the whole time? Wasn't
| trying to show that | was capable as a young
worship team leader?

| say all of this not to declare that | have fully
understood what it means to worship, or that
| am even ready to go back to lead worship
again. Instead, all | can say is that | have more
insight into what was really going on during all
that struggling when | was leading worship. | am
beginning to learn that idolatry can permeate our
lives in ways totally blind to us, and it is why we
need to find our firm foundation in the Lord in
everything we do.

| am far from it, but | hope my story can
help all of us think about this. It takes a break
sometimes to reflect: are some of the things we
say we do for God, might actually be driven by
our own ego, greed, or desire for happiness?

Remember, we do not prescribe our worth.
The Lord does. And He loves us, even when we
sin and fall away. And we are worthy because
of the sacrifice he made for us on the Cross,
allowing us to approach Him.

Remember the lines of the song, Unashamed ?
| was singing those lines frequently during Sunday
services and on Friday nights throughout my entire
struggle, not realizing that the Lord was speaking
to me the entire time.

Now | can say:

Cause | know, I'm weak.
I know I'm unworthy.

To call upon your name.
But because of grace
Because of your mercy

| stand here Unashamed.
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