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You Raise Me Up

Brendan Graham

When | am down

and, oh my soul, so weary;
When troubles come

and my heart burdened be;
Then, | am still

and wait here in the silence,
Until you come

and sit awhile with me.

2 {
Sunday Worship/Se
Flerra Meadow, Boxhorough
when no place is available

You raise me up,

so | can stand on mountains;
You raise me up,

to walk on stormy seas;

| am strong,

when | am on your shoulders;
You raise me up:

To more than | can be.

There is no life -

no life without its hunger;
Each restless heart

beats so imperfectly;

But when you come

and | am filled with wonder,
Sometimes, | think

| glimpse eternity.

You raise me up,

so | can stand on mountains;
You raise me up,

to walk on stormy seas;

| am strong,

when | am on your shoulders;
You raise me up:
To more than | can be.
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Accepting Jesus is a slow growth of change

inside my heart ..........ccoooeeviiiiiiiinnnennn. Maggie Liu
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God has quietly worked within me............. Sarah Ma

I’m certain that God is real ................... Rebecca Shi
The Lord has always been with me ....... Alicia Yang

God revealed his perfect love, his redemptive
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Jesus entered my heart and will stay there forever ....
Susan Xie
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Heaven welcomed home a true Angel with
the passing of my Father ..........ccccooiiiiiiiinnnes
Douglas J. Calandrella

My official food taster ............ccceeeennennnn. Grace Wu
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In Memory of DicK .......ccoveuieniiininennns Dongling Wu

A Dedicated Community Leader and Loving Friend...
Yanni Gou
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9:50  Greeting, coloring, drawing, playing toys, reading book, etc.
10:00  Get ready for the class, offering, prayer

10:10 Bible story, Bible memory

10:30 Review Bible story

10:45 Crafts associated with Bible story

11:20  Snacks

11:30  Play time, { KA H, HTSEERSED)
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BMWBC Youth L.I1.G.H.T. Fellowship Review

Charis Gillman, Joan Zhihong Yu, Jun Johnny Yang

Looking back ten years at our youth ministry God has led, we are so grateful for His love, faithful-
ness, and provision. Glory to the Lord, we have witnessed the almighty God nourishes and raises
our L.I.G.H.T. youth in the process of growing from a mustard seed into a tree.

From 2014 to 2016, Peter Wilson, Torrey Wang, Shirley Xu, Peter Xie, Anna Wu, and Alicia Yang
were baptized. LIGHT graduates Alex Dai and Rebecca Shi in the college were baptized in our
church.

*  Youth led about one hundred children in Vacation Bible School (VBS) Summer Camp for 5
years.
*  They led Children Worship every Sunday.
*  They helped organize children Fall Harvest Festival.
* They served parents on Parents Appreciation Day in many touching ways.
*  They participated in children ministry Christmas shoe-box party.
*  They did extraordinary 30hr Famine for hungry children for a few years.
* Susan Xie and Kathy Lu joined CBCGB youth and did a short term mission trip to HOPI.
*  Barry Huang, Peter Xie, Jing Zhu, Anna Wu, Alicia Yang with parents Feng Xie and Yining
Wang started the 1st BMWBC short-term mission trip at the 2015 Lynn project.
*  Many youth are devoted to CBCGB Winter Retreat.
e LIGHT youth joined youth group of FEFC, LOWELL, High Rock in community service and
joint activities.
* They joined other local youth groups on Passion Night.
* They played Nativity during Christmas Eve.
* Alex Dai began Intervarsity Campus Ministry service in University of Tennessee after his col-
lege graduation in 2016.
*L.I.G.H.T. fellowship supporting missionaries Dan Shiau, Eva, Maureen Lee visited us, and
shared their mission with LIGHT.

That was nicely summarized by our youth director Charis:

“In the Gospel of Luke you can often find Jesus speaking about the Kingdom of God. In Luke
chapter thirteen, verse eighteen, he addresses the disciples and the crowds, asking them, “What
is the kingdom of God like? And to what shall I compare it?”” This is a question that I often find
myself asking as I look at young people. They are at the very beginning of their lives, the part of
their lives focused on learning; learning how to live, learning how to love God, learning how to
walk in the way of truth. Young people are expected to learn when they are young, so that they
might know how to be grown up some day, but the way that they learn is something that I think
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adults should pay attention to.

Jesus answers His question of what the kingdom of God can be compared to, by saying, “It is like
a grain of mustard seed that a man took and sowed in his garden, and it grew and became a tree,
and the birds of the air made nests in its branches.” When I look at our young people I can see
that this parable of Jesus, which is talking about the kingdom of God, is beautifully evidenced in
their lives. Just as they are a part of the kingdom of God, so the parable of the mustard seed can
be seen in them as individuals and as a group. Each of them who receives the gospel receives it as
a mustard seed in their hearts and minds. At first it may look small, but that does not mean that it
will not grow to be a great tree. In fact, the mustard seed will grow, and we should look at small
seeds with faith that it is Christ who will grow the mighty tree from a mustard seed, we do not
need to expect a tree overnight. We can learn from our young people, that no stage in the growth
of a mustard tree should be looked down on, whether it is a small seed or a growing sapling; when
we walk with Christ He is faithful to finish the work which He has promised to do in us and He is
setting the pace.

Although we do not have a youth pastor, faithful youth co-workers, parent helpers, extraordinary
youth leaders, and all the youth are always together to build up Jesus’ body. We are so grateful
for Shimu Anna Choi and Beatrice Wei who established our youth ministry with just six youth in
2006 and led it into about forty youth today. After they left for San Francisco and Taiwan in 2014
and 2015, respectively, Charis Gillman (Gordon-Conwell graduate student) who has a missionary
family background joined us as a youth ministry director in Fall 2015. Kevin Yue, a recent college
graduate, has become a major youth counselor since 2014. Their guidance, like a big sister and a
big brother’s, has given a big help to the young people. Shimu June Li’s long-time serving chil-
dren and youth sets a good example of a servant’s heart. Special thanks also go to many long-term
counselors as well as those who joined recently: Kevin & Catherine Wilson who have committed
to the Friday LIGHT service since 2008, Chung-Pei Chang, Al Rasmus, Neng Ye, Jun Johnny
Yang, Feng Xie, Yining Wang, George Lu and Junmei Ji, Guocai Shu, Donghai Ma and Guoying
Zuo, Carl Lin, Zhihong Joan Yu, Abby Ping Gao, Jie Shi, Annie Feng Qu, Yang Liu, Weisheng
Huang and Haihong Chen, Jude McGarvey, Hong Kevin Gu and Lan Xia, Haifeng Pan, Andrew
Knigh. We also appreciate many pastors, elders, brothers and sisters from other churches who have
helped us, including Youth Pastors Christian Waltmire from FEFC and Nathan Willems from CB-
CGL, Enoch Ling (Gordon-Conwell graduate student), Windsor Sung, Michelle Dougherty, John
Lo, Melissa & Stan Yang, Jackie Ro, George and Jonathan Chou...... We witnessed the power of
almighty God raising Youth Coordinators Kathy Ma, Susan Xie, Kathy Lu, Barry Huang, Maggie
Liu, Grace Wu, and nourishing all youth over the years.

“We are the clay, you are the potter, we are the work of thy hand “(Isaiah 64: 8). Our heavenly
Father, may your grace and love never leave LIGHT youth, strengthen them in your way and make
them the LIGHT of the world. We also earnestly pray for your preparation of a humble youth ser-
vant coming to shepherd His lambs.
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Don’t worry, be happy! Give God your weakness and He will give you His strength.
Be strong because things will get better. It may be stormy now but it will never rains forever.
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Amazing Grace
John Newton

Amazing grace, how sweet the sound
That saved a wretch like me.
| once was lost, but now I'm found.
‘Twas blind, but now | see.
‘Twas grace that taught my heart to fear
And grace my fears relieved.
How precious did that grace appear
The hour | first believed.
When we’ve been there ten thousand years
Bright shining as the sun,

We’ve no less days to sing God'’s praise
Then when we first begun.
Amazing grace, how sweet the sound
That saved a wretch like me.
| once was lost, but now I'm found.
Was blind, but now | see.
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Accepting Jesus is a slow growth of change
inside my heart

Maggie Liu

“Mommy, are there toys in heaven?”

This was my first encounter with Christianity. I was five, and my mother had just began to chat
with me about the idea of going to church. Ironically, we were driving by a cemetery. This
simple and innocent question then triggered my interest and devotion into this faith for years to

come.

Ever since then, I grew up in the church. [ had really good older friends, I was a part of AWANA,
I actively participated in all of the activities, and I even told Bible stories to my friends. Of
course, as a kid, you don’t fully understand why you’re at church, or what you’re really learning

until later on. Throughout my early childhood, I drifted through church, really just waiting until

I could hang out with my friends. Despite how little I actually understood about Christianity
or the Bible itself during this time, now, as | reflect back on it, I realize that those years really laid
the foundation for a strong faith. All along the way, God planted little seeds in my faith with small
and seemingly-insignificant gestures-answering often silly prayers (like getting a dog, hoping for

certain things to happen), putting small challenges in my way, so on and so forth.

I never had a single life-changing experience that made me accept Jesus as my savior. I think it was
always a gradual build up, a slow growth of change inside my heart. However, I do think the mo-
ment that pushed me over the edge was my first retreat. It was there, during worship, where I first
felt the power of God. The devotion and the passion in the music and the people surrounding me
made realize just how great our God really is. We were singing “In My Place,” where in the bridge
it goes “Nail pierced hands, bleeding side, his body bruised, my God crucified. A crown of thorns,
dying cries, his flesh was torn, my God crucified.” This verse brought a wave of emotion over me,
and [ was overcome with awe. This God, He was real, and the love He had for us, it was unimagi-
nable. In the book of Isaiah, he compares us to the likes of a grasshopper on this vast planet, and it
really hit me at that moment. We are so insignificant compared to Him, so worthless. And yet, he

loves us still, and did so much for us. Why?
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That “why?” inspired me to actively grow in my faith. Each retreat from then on, I continued to
be amazed by God’s grace and might, and I used them as a checkpoint in my faith journey every
year. And after this experience with the power of worship, I attempted to involve myself with the
worship team here. It didn’t really work out-I was too young, too inexperienced, and not ready
spiritually. It was not until years later that I resumed my place as part of the worship team. But
I pursued other alternatives. Working within the church helped me notice a change in my own
character, and [ was able to see how the Spirit was working in me. But I’ve never been one to like
change. I remember when I learned that [ was getting a younger sibling at the age of five, and then
later on at the age of eleven, I was furious. It came from a selfish motive-I didn’t want things to
change because it meant that I myself would have to change. I didn’t like moving, haircuts, new
clothes, or anything that would alter my appearance or way of life. But after this, I learned to ac-
cept change. Because change can be good. I learned about patience, responsibility, trust, respect,
confidence, and most importantly, about love. I continued to probe at the multitude of questions

my brain was filled with, and many were answered by looking in the Bible.

Today, I stand before you all a broken person. A sinful, worthless human being. None of us deserve
any of this grace, this love. But God will never leave us. [ am about to be reborn, this time of water
and the Spirit. I want Jesus to be in my life, always. I want to follow in His path and show others
how amazing this God of ours is. I want to fully commit to a life with Christ. I continue to come
up with new questions, and I continue to have struggles with my faith at times, but the growth in

our relationship with God and the growth in ourselves is never ending, because we are not perfect.

Now back to my first thought. I never really understood why that memory of me asking about
heaven for the first time was so firmly and clearly engraved into my mind. I don’t remember any-
thing else from that conversation, but it is clear to me now that it was the seed God planted in me
from such a young age that has now grown and is continuing to grow within me. And today it has
bore fruit due to the water which I am cleansed with-and this fruit, which I can share with others-is
the testimony of my faith and the continuation of its growth. And perhaps, this fruit will eventually

plant the seeds of change within someone else who does not yet know the love of God.
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God has quietly worked within me

Sarah Ma

Unlike many kids in the church, I did not grow up in a Christian home. Christ was introduced
to me in a time of difficulty, and naturally I was hesitant to believe in the Word. Family friends
brought me to AWANA, but Friday nights were simply chances to hang out with friends and
receive free snacks. As I entered junior high, I had to leave AWANA and attend the more mature
programs for the youth. However, my faith had not grew along with my transfer to a more ma-
ture group. In fact, I still had no faith in God. Youth group and Sunday services became difficult
for me to attend because I couldn’t simply hang out with friends anymore. I had to sit through
long sermons in which people preached beliefs that did not correspond with my own. I thought
I had better things to do on Fridays and Sundays than to go to church.

During my junior high years, I attended church only when my mom forced me to go. I still

remember when every time [ appeared at church, all the church elders would tell me how they

hadn’t seen me in a long time and that they were glad I was there. I could tell that they knew I
was reluctant to be there, so I grew sensitive to acknowledgments of my presence. I felt misplaced
because I thought that I was the only non-believer. Even acts of kindness triggered me to be wary
of judgment. As these feelings of insecurity developed, I became more and more reluctant to go
to church. I didn’t want to be in an environment where I felt constantly judged. Sunday mornings
turned into arguments with my mom as I fought with her about going to church. My sporadic at-
tendance at church continued for about two years.

The freshman year senior high retreat really helped plant within me an interest in Christ. Standing
there being enveloped in the passion of everyone’s worship, I was in awe of the dedication people
could have for something that might not exist. I started to doubt my beliefs and think that maybe
there could be a God after all. After that retreat, I started to come to church more often because I
started to wonder about the teachings of the Bible. I was curious as to why some people believed
so firmly in this Bible and God.

Looking back now, I see that God has quietly worked within me all these years. I started to go to
church more often, and I always went with questions about life. Interestingly enough, the question
I had in mind would always be answered during Bible Study. My hunger to learn brought me to
church, and I started to develop friendships with people my age. Inspired by testimonies of other
people, I started praying. My prayers at the beginning always involved asking God to touch me if
He was there. I still hadn’t felt the presence of God and needed to know that He was there for me.
I wanted so badly to feel the love that so many other people felt.

(continue on page 85)
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I’'m certain that God is real

Rebecca Shi

I’ve been in church for as long as I can remember, moving from Mus-
tard Seed to AWANA, to Youth, first at CBCGB and then watching
BMWBC grow to what it is today. For me, attending Sunday service
and Friday fellowship was equivalent to going to Sunday Chinese
School and Friday piano class- they were all just part of the weekly
routine that my parents dragged me through. My walk with Christ
was creating a deep and entrenching rut. Even my prayers were re-
hearsed, memorized, and then recited every night. I craved closeness
with God, I desperately wanted him to step closer to me and push
me out of that rut. So much of my identity was floating around that I
wanted Him to ground me.

Listening to people share at retreats and other churches, I envied their
passion, how God’s love and mercy could move them to tears and how their relationships with
Him were so personal. Throughout high school, I realized that I was only a Christian in what I do
but not who I am. God was always just a backdrop and supporting character in my life; I didn’t
really consider Him as anything more than a part of my routine. I became an expert in carrying out

the motions, and I don’t think it was until college that I realized God’s presence in my life.

I just completed my freshman year at Brandeis University. It’s a liberal arts university in Waltham,
MA with a 60% Jewish population. And to be completely and totally honest, I really did not want
to go there. It was too small, too close to home, and overall uninteresting. And at first, I treated it
as such. Upon arrival, I found the place lacking in passion and inspiration, while students loved
complaining and making it obvious that Brandeis was not their top choice university. Aside from
classes, I felt that I wasn’t learning anything new or gaining independence. But hey, all things
happen for a reason, right? So I didn’t look into transferring, and I checked out some different
fellowships and churches in the area, and I ended up joining ICF (Inter-Collegiate Fellowship) at
CBCGB- again, God was keeping me close to home.

During first semester, I cruised through my classes and went to church every Friday and Sunday-
nothing new. Over Christmas break, I went on my first mission trip ever with ICM (Inner City
Missions) in Philadelphia. The team and I stayed in a local church and made lots of sandwiches
for the homeless and cold contact ministered to them in subway stations. During the trip, I noticed
that God was pushing me out of my comfort zone. We slept on chairs because there were no beds
for us, and interactions I had with the homeless people tested my knowledge and conviction. I feel
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like I learned and grew more than I expected from that experience, so I decided to start journaling
after that.

The first thing [ did when I returned from Philadelphia, I went to Target and bought myself a little
green notebook. In it I wrote devotionals, jotted down my favorite verses, kept track of prayer re-
quests, and used it to surrender to God all that was going on in my mind. And this writing down of
my thoughts and codifying them into words outside of my brain really helped me see God working
in my life. I noticed prayers getting answered and all the times He provided challenges or blessings
and opened opportunities for me to grow closer to Him. And I realized that Brandeis is where He
wants me to go, that He uses for his glory all the things I didn’t like about it. What I perceived as
mundane in the beginning, like small campus and closeness to home, are actually opportunities for
me to form close connections with new peers on campus and to grow my relationships with my old
friends from home, being a light and spreading his love. My little green journal helped me realize

that though I’m still unsure about a lot of things, I’m certain that God is real.

(continue from page 83)

My prayers were finally answered in my sophomore year at retreat. Pastor Dana Smith gave a
touching one man reenactment of the crucifixion of Christ. The performance touched me, and I
suddenly understood the love of God. I understood the depth of his love, and how much we really
owed Christ for saving our lives. Unable to control my emotions, I started sobbing and that night
was truly a moment of realization. Ever since that night at retreat, I’ve grown to know and hunger
for Christ. Of course, I am nowhere near the perfect Christian, but I strive every day to learn more

and more.

Everyone has heard the saying that “college will continue to make or break one’s faith”. However,
as I entered college last fall, I found myself to be unfazed by the possibility of falling away from
God. I felt confident in all my experiences and moments with God. My faith has not only remained
strong, but also grown stronger as I have leaned heavily on God this school year. In a place far away
from home, I was forced to make new friends and depend on God to take care of me. His grace is

never ending, and I continue to be thankful for the love He has shown me.
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The Lord has always been with me

Alicia Yang

For as long as I can remember, I have been a follower of Christ. I was
born into a Christian family and thus, I have never known a world
without the existence of God. For years, | have imagined the day
that I would be baptized, what it would feel like, what my testimony
would be, and the person I would become.

Although I have always believed that Jesus is my Savior and Lord
and that the Bible is the truth, I always hesitated to be baptized be-
cause | imagined there to be a wonderful transformation in Christ and
I was waiting for something amazing to happen in my life that could
be an inspiration to others and a defining moment in my life. Yet, |
had always missed the point: I do not need to wait for the perfect time

and for something spectacular to happen, Christ has already resur-
rected and paid for my sins and the Lord has always been with me. God is forever the same and he
is constantly working in me, no decision that I make will change those amazing truths.

I really began to experience the weight of my sin in Junior High. There have been moments in my
life when I would be lying in bed and I would pray to God but feel too ashamed. I questioned if
Christ’s love and grace are really greater than my sins and the guilt that I felt. As I kept praying
and attending church, I reconciled with the fact that it isn’t who I am or what I do but rather who
God is and always will be and what He has already done that justifies my salvation. I came to the
understanding that God is more than enough and that I am unworthy and unjustified but Christ
has placed in me my worth. I am saved by faith. Nothing I do is greater than the power of God.
Further, I do not know how I would be able to live and bear the weight of my sin on my own. It is
Christ alone who has saved me and brought me out of death.

There have been times when I feel so close and surrounded by God’s presence that I feel this un-
explainable intrinsic and natural joy and peace. At times like these, I know in my heart that God
is there and no matter what anyone says, | have assurance that God’s word is true. But there are
other times when I doubt and I search for the Lord but cannot seem to find Him.Yet I know that
God has never and will never forsake me and as long as I knock and I seek and I thirst for Him,

He will answer my prayers, He will open the door.

After entering high school, I have come to depend more and more on God and His Word. Many
things do not go the way I want them to go and I often wish that I could do better or that I could
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be someone else. I often get swept into the impossible and vain expectations and standards of the
world. I try to satisfy and justify myself by getting good grades or doing well in extracurricular ac-
tivities. Yet, at the end I always fail. The world does not let us succeed, when I get caught up in the
world and let myself get lost in the belief that pursuing these fleeting worldly pursuits will bring my
joy, I am never satisfied and I never find any real lasting happiness. It is so difficult to not conform
to the patterns of the world and it is so hard to resist my own sinful nature. It would be so easy to let
go and just do whatever things I wanted, but the Holy Spirit always brings me back to God.

In God, I find the peace and contentment that comes from God. Even knowing that the world will
fade away, I still struggle with my own desire for control. One of my prayers to God is that He
would take my life and do whatever He wants with it. [ am trying to let go of all my dreams and
plans for the future. It is very, very difficult. It’s easy to say but it is much harder to actually in my
heart completely let go of all my ambitions and forfeit control over my future. But I know that my
relationship with God is the only thing worth living for and it is the only thing that will last. I really
want to take up the cross and live the life Christ wants me to. I trust that God’s plan for me is the
best and no matter what happens, His will be done. I can connect to the worship song, ‘Ruin Me’
by Jeff Johnson which is a prayer to God that says ‘Now the plans that [ have made, fail to compare
when I see your glory. Ruin my life the plans I have made, ruin desires for my own selfish gain,
destroy the idols that have taken your place, ‘till it’s You alone I live for’. I pray that God will reveal
his will for me and my calling, I pray that [ will be able to let go and give my life fully to Him.

Christ is such a significant part of my life. Through all the struggles of my life and all the times of
great joy, Christ has been there. I recently looked through my journals from the past 3 years and I
saw how God was with me in everything and He has been my constant. [ am infinitely grateful and
indebted to Christ. I love Him and I cannot imagine what my life would be like without Him.

Yet there are many times when I am uncertain about some issues in the world or I do not know
how to answer my friend’s questions about my faith. And there are times when I do not understand
something in the Bible. Nevertheless, I will proclaim and boast my identity in Christ. I have ex-
cepted my own limits but I will continue to seek God and just fully trust that God will work through
my life. Whatever happens in my life, I will hold on to the unchangeable truth that [ am a child of
Christ that I am loved far beyond what I can imagine and I cling to the hope of eternal life with
Christ forever.

No single sermon, no single life changing event, no single encounter with God caused me to give
my life to God and want to follow Christ forever, but rather many, many small moments when I
needed God and He was there or when I was angry with God and He drew me back to Him. And
it’s those little moments when I realize the sudden beauty of life and when I see the love of people
that I see that God is real and that it is undeniable that Christ died for my sins and I am forgiven.
It’s the power of the presence of God and the incredible love and mercy that I feel from God that

(continue on page 90)
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God revealed his perfect love,
his redemptive power

Alex Dai

I didn’t grow up in the church, but I was fortunate to be raised by
a Christian mother, who taught me to be honest and who always
treated me with undying compassion even when I threw my worst
tantrums. Looking back at how I got to where I am today, ’'m also
grateful for the smiles that met me every time I walked through the
doors of BMWBC even when I was an eighth grader just coming to
learn about God.

Still, for most of my life, God was simply a figure to discuss in
church, a grand being to sing to on Fridays and Sundays or a quiet,
distant friend to talk to before I went to bed. That that was essen-
tially the extent of our relationship, for me, was relatively OK, and it
wasn’t until I went to college that I realized not only that I wanted to

follow Jesus but also that I needed Jesus.
After graduating from high school, I thought I knew who I was. I had gotten pretty good grades
and was going to a good university, so I felt like I was a solid, hard-working student. I was “a kind
friend,” I was a “good guy,” and I was going to college.

In the fall of 2012, I arrived at Vanderbilt University, where I quickly realized I was miles away
from “hard-working.” College tested my discipline, of which I learned I had very little. Without
my parents telling me when to do homework, when to wake up on weekends, what to eat and what
to do with my free time, I was surprisingly lost.

It began with failed plans to go to sleep before 1 a.m., then failed plans to do homework instead
of watch YouTube. It snowballed into failing to meet my most basic, bodily needs. Brushing my
teeth, eating, sleeping, showering all became sporadic and too infrequent. And then I’d do it all
again. Here I was, supposedly a growing adult, and I couldn’t even feed myself on a regular basis.
It scared me, and I began to hate my weakness.

At the same time, | was easily irritated, jealous, and I couldn’t feel happy for other people. I dis-
obeyed and was impatient with my parents. College asked that I take care of myself, and I had
failed miserably. And I hate failing. In just a few weeks I learned that I completely lacked traits I'd
always thought I had like patience and self-control. Was I not really a hard-working student? Was
I not really kind or patient? I felt awful. I felt fraudulent. I felt alone in a new city with completely
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new people. And it’s difficult to articulate, but it was crippling. I felt hopeless and broken.

But it was in that state — feeling out of control, lonely, and weak — that I became more involved
with InterVarsity Asian American Christian Fellowship, a campus fellowship at Vanderbilt.

From the start, what was most incredible about AACF was the opportunity it gave me to ask ques-
tions. During small groups, I felt comfortable asking anything from the broadest questions like
“How do we know God exists?” to more specific questions like “Who was Enoch and why was he
taken into heaven?” I didn’t necessarily find concrete answers, but it was from asking questions that
I finally began to understand God’s character.

In high school, youth group had been a predominantly social experience. There I gleaned a founda-
tional grasp of the Bible, but for the most part church wasn’t so much a place to glorify and learn
about God as much as a place to play guitar, write skits and do VBS.

But God’s timing was good. Through my stress I also became more curious about God. And I had
the confidence to ask questions about him. And that was a blessing. Curiosity. Confidence. In col-
lege, I met other seekers interested in scripture and believers more than willing to discuss their
faiths. With them, the topics I’d learned about in youth group took on new life.

In high school, I often felt that Christians do “good things,” that Christians are “good people.” They
love their enemies, they give their belongings to the poor, they never sin, and they’re almost always
happy because they always have an amazing relationship with God. And because I thought this
way, for a period of time, I deliberately refused to go to youth group because I could not see myself
fitting into this image of the Christian life. I struggled with the idea that the biggest reason I came
to church was for the people and not for God. I felt unworthy.

It wasn’t until my freshman year of college, when God took me in my disheveled, lonely state, that
he opened my eyes to his Word. For the first time, passages in the Bible clicked. What glorious
news it was that in fact, Christians are not perfect people. To learn instead that Christians are sinners
too! Romans 3:23 says “for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.” Now the good news
made sense to me. Romans 3:24: “and all are justified freely by his grace through the redemption
that came by Christ Jesus.” That Jesus died a sinless man so that fallible humans could have new
life and a relationship with God.

For the first time, God’s word was clear to me. Yes, I was unworthy, but it was OK that I was
unworthy. It was OK that I was not perfect. It was OK that I messed up. It was OK that I would
continuously make plans for myself and fail them over and over again. God would still care for me.
At one of the first AACF large groups I attended, on the screen was projected the aspects of love as
told in 1 Corinthians 13. Now, I had seen this many times before in high school. “Love is patient.
Love is kind. Love does not envy. Love does not boast,” and so on.

(continue on page 88)
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Someone in the fellowship said you could replace the word “Love” with “God” too: God is patient;
God is kind; God does not envy. For me, that was incredibly powerful. Having seen all my flaws,
I saw that I could never hope to love like him, completely without pride or selfishness. In my
brokenness, God revealed his perfect love, his redemptive power. It was because of his love that
he sent his son to Earth. It was the reason I didn’t need to feel crippled by my flaws. That was the
love I wanted to give. And that was the life [ wanted to live.

Life before college may have seemed difficult, but I had also become comfortable, which led to
complacency. My happiness had depended on my relationships with others, my standing as a stu-
dent, my ability to take care of myself. And when those things proved fallible, I was crushed. But
through the freedom of college, God brought me to a loving community, he opened my heart up to
his Word and he helped me grow. He showed me I couldn’t rely on myself alone, and that when |
stopped focusing on those worldly things, joy could come in. I rejoice in the Lord because he is
above all that, and with him I know I can strive toward a better future.

I tend to see my life as a television show, where I’m the main character and each day is like a new
episode, and the main cast swaps in and out as I travel place to place. I struggle with this, but my
greatest hope is that I can glorify God in everything that I do. That one day God will be the star of
my television show. In my life, no matter what I do or where I am, God will shine. It is a wonderful
mindset to be in and a wonderful way to live, and I am truly blessed.

(continue from page 87)

makes everything else in life pale in comparison.

I am also very thankful to all the people in my life who have supported me and helped me to build
a stronger relationship with God. I am really thankful for my parents because everyday they show
me their selfless love and for reminding me that God is the most important thing in my life.

I am so happy that God’s grace and deep love has saved me. I am imperfect and I want to be
changed, [ want my life to be filled with the Holy Spirit and I want to follow Jesus. I want to dedi-
cate my life to Christ, because I desire my life to be a living sacrifice for the only purpose worth
living for, and I want to know Him more. When I look at myself, I hope the first thing I see is that
I am a follower and friend of Christ.

Lastly, I would like to share with you all a Bible verse that gives me great joy and happiness.
Whenever I feel hopeless and upset because my life feels like it is falling apart, I remember Psalm
73:26:

“My flesh and my heart may fail, but God is the strength of my heart and my portion forever.”
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Jesus entered my heart
and will stay there forever

Susan Xie

I remember that as young as three or four years old, I had a good amount of faith. I prayed to
God about my nightmares, and sure enough, my dreams about mutilated reptiles infesting the
world really did go away. I prayed that I wouldn’t be scared of the dark and that my friends
wouldn’t laugh when I told them that I’d never had a homemade cookie in my life. I truly and
sincerely believed that someone was up there answering my prayers. As a child, I also possessed
an enormously monumental sense of integrity that resulted in many brave ventures. For exam-
ple, when the front door opened and in walked the hovering figure of Mom, I didn’t feign inter-
est in my homework but calmly remained in front of the TV, apologizing afterwards. It was my
way of saying that [ knew I had done wrong and that my mother could always trust me because

I would never pretend to be a goody-goody. Mom says that [ had this keen sense of right verses

wrong, which I attribute entirely as a gift from God. In fact, I consider my entire childhood a

direct result of God’s graceful blessings. It was amazing. Nothing went wrong.

I do not remember a single moment in my life when God wasn’t a part of it. Church to me was like
school. If I didn’t second guess that George Washington was the first president of the United States,
I saw no reason to doubt that Jesus, the Son of God, came to earth and made me holy enough to

be with God for eternity because he took up the weight of my sins. But this was all by a raw faith.

By raw faith, I mean complete genuine, brand-new faith that hadn’t been tested or broken or worn.
Ever since the moment I became a teenager, I’d anticipated for many years that my faith would
weaken through the ‘many trials and temptations in the teenage life,” so I’ve heard. Yet, I praise
God that each year, I think my spiritual health has actually improved through serving God and
worshipping Him with all my heart. God has paved the way for many smooth transitions such as
moving to Acton, joining a new church, and starting high school. Maybe you wonder, why choose
God if your life doesn’t seem to need a complete revival? I’ve wondered that too, but I’d say that
reviving my life is not the point of believing in Christ. Jesus entered my heart and will stay there
forever; it was not me who chose Him, but Him who chose me first. The transformation, for me,

wasn’t necessarily on the outside and definitely wasn’t overnight.
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Throughout my entire life, God and the Holy Spirit will be guiding me, I’m sure. I may not appear
to act differently or speak differently on the outside, but I know that when my life is run by God,
I’m anchored by this peace that defies all laws of man and perfectly defines the ways of God. 1
praise God for the great life He’s given me, the great family He’s blessed me with, and the great

community of brothers and sisters in Christ that He’s delivered right to my front door.

Still, I have a long way to go, personally. Nobody’s perfect. Even though I’ve flown on God’s
plane, first-class, all my life, I sometimes still want to take a hold of that pilot’s seat. With the
memory of 9/11, I can’t stop thinking about planes. Physically, the planes and the crashes had no

effect on my life or the lives of the people I love, but the memory of plane crashes touches a nerve.

In the summer of 2001, my parents sent me on a tour with my grandparents to NYC. My clearest
memories are those of two very strong emotions. The first is the sense of fear and awe that I felt on
top of the world trade center. My knees shook at the sight of mighty planes flying below my feet.
The second is my realization that there was no one there to protect me. This was my first vacation
during which I left my mother for an extended period of time. One night, I cried so much that all
my grandparents’ fellow travelers heard me and poked fun at me the next morning. I was only six
at the time, so those feelings were natural responses and of no special importance, but to this day,
I remember those moments as if they happened yesterday. When my grandfather brought up yet
again the incident of me crying during the summer of 2001 in NYC, I completely lost it. I hate
being afraid and embarrassed. Yet, I think that maybe God was sending me a reminder. A bit of
fear and embarrassment may be good at times to teach me that [ must rely on God and only God.

Imagine if I really do highjack God’s plane one day; my life will surely crash.

I’ve experience first-hand how amazing it is to ride first-class in God’s plane. I testify to this surg-
ing joy that completely engulfs me when I feel God’s presence in my life — it’s like I’'m so happy
that I don’t know how I could ever be sad. Even when I struggle, I know that God will not give me
temptations beyond what I can bear. My worldly goals have no value. Yes, [ want good grades and
I want to go to a good college, but my only purposeful goal is to glorify God. Through Jesus, all

things are possible. I hope that every day, I can learn to trust and love God some more.
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| pray for the continued growth of the church

Dan Shiau and Kathy Shiau

Happy 10 year anniversary!

Boston Metro West Bible Church really does have a special place in my heart. The church
was planted in 2006, and shortly after, I started full-time with InterVarsity in early 2007. I
remember being asking to share as a missionary with the initial planting team, maybe 20
or so people. I remember everyone’s heartfelt prayers for me and I remember hearing an
inspiring vision from the planting team to see the evangelism and discipleship of a whole
new generation of new believers.

It’s been amazing to come back each time and visit each time to see how the church has
grown and matured. During my last visit (summer 2016), I saw the pictures of the church
on the wall: so many families, hundreds of men, women, and children... and to think it
all started with that small team in 2006. And as a missionary supported by the church it’s
even additionally encouraging to hear that the church is sending out another missionary
with Alex Dai!

While I grew up a few towns over in Lexington and at CBCGB, I feel like I’ve grown up
with BMWBC as I’ve progressed in full-time ministry. I’'m so grateful for the partnership
in ministry over the last decade. I’'m blessed by the faithfulness and generosity of the
church. I pray for the continued growth of the church: both in the “reach” into the com-
munity as well as in rootedness in Christ.
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2016 Taiwan Mission Trip

Rebecca Shi

This summer, | was blessed with the opportunity to serve in Taiwan. My first mission trip abroad,
and I was grossly unprepared.

When Auntie Beatrice first sent out the email, I signed up completely on a whim. My summer plans
weren’t set in stone, [’ve never met any of the team members before, and my flight itinerary was far
from booked. So as the departure date drew nearer, my doubts grew stronger; a storm was brewing

in my heart, stirring up my nerves.

I doubted my ability to serve. To call my Chinese level basic is an overstatement. How can I serve
God when I don’t have the vocabulary to do so? How can I build lasting relationships with students
when we can barely understand each other? I doubted the makeup of the team. As I eagerly jumped
on the opportunity to go to Taiwan, little did I know that the team would be made mostly of families.
I’ve never served so closely with adults and youth and children at the same time before. In addition,
being the only member from Massachusetts, I’ve never met my teammates in person, only ever
seeing their faces and hearing their voices through a poorly connected Skype call. Once in Taiwan,
I doubted how much we could accomplish. Finally arriving after over twenty hours of sleepless
and uncomfortable flights definitely took a toll on our health. Teammates had fevers and got food
poisoning on top of our overall feeling of general exhaustion.

We hit the ground running and immediately got to work teaching English to high school students in
San Xia. The dean of the school only allowed us to spend four half-days with the students. On
the first day of class, we discovered that these students were very different from what we were
used to in the US. In the US, students are encouraged to participate and respectfully challenge
their teachers. In Taiwan, however, students are taught that questioning the teacher or speaking
up during class was rude and unacceptable. The students we faced at San Xia were so quiet and
timid- we could barely hear their voices over the whir of the fans and AC. We were discouraged
by our students’ shyness and lack of energy. But God showed us that he had a plan. Although
we could only spend four mornings with the San Xia students, He softened their hearts and they
were singing, dancing, playing music, cheering and laughing with us. We saw their walls come
down as we got to know them and they got to know us; we built real friendships that crossed
linguistic and cultural boundaries! Students came from all over New Taipei to join us at church

that Sunday, even though most of them do not have Christian backgrounds. God calmed our

doubts and reservations about serving in San Xia and gave us opportunities to get to know these
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shy students.

Next we got on a boat. We partnered with a team from Da-an Church in Taipei and were off to
Peng Hu for VBS. Though Da-an Church had already prepared programming for the 200+ elemen-
tary school children, the American team was given full reign over the class of thirty middle school
students. Although we spent full days with these students, we ran into the same problem we had in
San Xia: the students were unbelievably reserved! Though these students found out about the pro-
gram through local churches, many came from Buddhist backgrounds and had never even stepped
foot inside a Christian church. But again, God opened doors for us. Whether it was through our
testimonies or our mutual obsession with Pokemon Go, God built friendships between teachers
and students. By the end of the week, most of the class had decided to let Jesus into their lives and
get to know Him better. Tears of joy and sorrow rolled down our cheeks as we said goodbye to the
students, knowing that we’ll miss them when we head back to the US but also hopeful for the seed
that we planted in their hearts.

Despite all of the difficulties we faced on missions overseas, Jesus calmed the choppy waters in
Taiwan and the storm of doubt raging in our hearts. He has answered our cries for help, and I feel
extremely blessed to have been able to see God work in Taiwan.

gt T e /‘/\‘ s
e .

//
S
e |
o -

BOSTON METROWEST BIBLE CHURCH 10* ANNIVERSARY COMMEMORATIVE EDITION

S H &

A 38 D N M L T

m i

At



-._..F*
B AR AR E £ LU

H

-
e

-

- ‘\‘

BHEBREFEENGFELCE, R
HRWDM, OB, W, ki

e

&

. P




RBIAE

R

TMEAG L, R3EFAMEIL, RALFEZAM B,
WeE & B etttk BB, XA A A4S,
Pt — R R AR E R, HMELERTF, P FLRAET, U 1Eey, RARA

EAGERAIXAE, TR R %
B b % F R BE, BAGLSE S RME, BALEIANE T, 424k, +
B A 3R Fede il LA GG, BAMEL, 2R T, 1

FHEL: 1-6

TENIVIESCRIIE ., PP — R S — T E 548 ( Blessed is the man... ) o TEH SO
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Heaven welcomed home a true Angel with
the passing of my Father

Douglas J. Calandrella

Heaven handed out another set of wings the morning of June 20th, 2016 while us mortals here on
Earth bid farewell to a Great and Gifted Man! My Dad, Richard Calandrella, succumbed to an eight
week battle with a spinal abscess infection that caused severe Static Encephalopathy that irrevers-
ibly crippled his brain. It is with a heavy heart and a cavernous abyss left by his passing that I share
this news with any of you who knew and loved my Dad or were touched by him at some point in

your life.

Dad impacted many lives as he gave tirelessly and selflessly of the love he shared with everyone he
knew. Upon retirement years ago, he said, “What am I gonna do now?”, and then proceeded to fill
his schedule beyond the hours in a day to serve the community and its people. Whether as the Chair
and President of many boards around town and at Town Hall; or driving the kids of neighbors and
church members to their many activities so their dual-income parents could save the time off from
work; or volunteering at golf tournaments — like he did as a Starter at the Fed Ex Cup Duetche Bank
Championships; or using his Public Relations Skills acquired over a career in the field to help pro-
mote local businesses like The Acton Nursing Services to get a little known and highly acclaimed
local business on the radar of a much larger audience, Dad didn’t sit still for a minute.

Those are just a few examples of Dad’s heart and his dedicated passion to serve, but if you’ll in-
dulge me a slightly longer read, I will share with you a story that truly encapsulates the character of

the man I got to call Dad.

As children we sometimes go through life believing that Mom and Dad
have it all figured out and that they never make a mistake. But then as
we grow into adulthood and begin to pass the ages they were when “cer-
tain things” occurred in our lives, we realize that they were not as om-
niscient as we believed. We come to that realization because we learn
that at the same ages we don’t really know much and we’re just figuring

things out as we go along.

My parents did a very good job of not arguing in front of me and my
Brother and a great job of walking and talking with confidence so we

never saw them waiver. As a result, I was one of those kids that always

thought Mom and Dad had all the answers and never made a mistake.
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But then as I got older and began to pass the ages they were when some memorable experiences
in my life took place, I began to realize that they could not have known everything ... because I
didn’t at the same ages and I further realized that no one else does either. My parents just did a very
good job of figuring things out along the way because I noticed over time that they had learned and

applied lessons with great acumen and sometimes with tremendous timing and efficiency.

Take for example, the lesson I witnessed during a family summer vacation when I was 12 years
old. I didn’t recognize the lesson or understand its significance until many years later, but it still
stands as one of the greatest lessons my Dad ever taught me. While checking into a hotel during
our trip my Dad was standing at the counter while I stood by his side to be part of the process. 1
heard him tell the woman at the counter that he had two boys, one eleven and the other thirteen.
But both my Brother and I had just recently had our birthdays (toward the end of the school year),
and I had just turned twelve and my Brother fourteen. I was crushed that, “Dad didn’t know hold I
was” — so | had no reservations about screaming out our real ages. What I was too young to know
and understand at the time was that children under twelve stayed free and my Dad was just trying
to save a buck or two. I mean what was the big deal, I was “under twelve” just a few weeks ago?
Well, being the most honest man I’ve ever met, my Dad was ridiculously embarrassed as he had
to come clean and admit our true ages. After checking us in and getting everything squared away
we headed out to the car in the parking lot where my Mom, my Brother and my Great Aunt were
waiting. Just before my Dad and I got to the car, as he was dragging me by the arm, we stopped
and he started “really letting me have it”. Dad was pissed-off and I was getting an ear-full of why
I needed to mind my own business and keep quiet, when all of a sudden he just stopped ... and
a calm, peaceful sereneness came over him. It was as if the Grace of God just overwhelmed him
and in an instant his whole demeanor and countenance altered. I saw a peace settle over him as he
realized that [ had done nothing wrong and he was just upset and yelling at me out of his own frus-
tration and embarrassment. I was bawling my eyes out as he dropped to one knee to get down on
a level face-to-face and eye-to-eye with me as he apologized and explained to me what he did was
wrong and said that it was just his pride and embarrassment that caused his angry outburst. Then

he hugged me and told me he loved me.

Wow! What a moment! I was still confused
because I still didn’t understand what had
just happened. All I knew was that one min-
ute Dad didn’t know hold I was and I was
in trouble and getting yelled at, and the next
minute he was hugging me and telling me
he loves me. I mean I was happy he wasn’t
upset with me anymore, but I still didn’t “get

it 2

It wasn’t until years later that I understood
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the significance of what actually occurred that day. Few people ever achieve the level of
maturity it took for my Dad to put his anger and frustration aside and realize this event
wasn’t at all about me, but entirely about him. His anger and frustration were reactionary
to the moment of his initial embarrassment. But to then have the wisdom at the age of forty
to real in that emotion and realize the lesson he now had the opportunity to pass along to a
twelve-year-old boy is absolutely remarkable. How many people do you know who can put
aside their pride long enough to admit to a child that they were wrong and make an apology?

And that lesson taught me all I ever needed to know about the depth of my Dad’s character.
Heaven welcomed home a true Angel with the passing of my Father.

A Korean War Verteran who served with the U.S. Army, Richard grew up in Somerville,
MA and received a degree in Journalism from Northeastern University, during which time
he wrote as a staff writer for the Boston Globe and met my Mother. Upon graduation, he
entered a career in Public Relations beginning a tenure with C.A.R.E. which took him tour-
ing through-out New England and even around the globe visiting war-torn and deprived
third-world nations. Corporate America followed with a second tenure in the high-tech
world working with Digital Equipment Corp., Compaq, and Hewlett Packard - from which
he retired in June of 2002. He then dedicated his retirement years to caring for my legally
blind Mother (Macular Degeneration), and his selfless service to the community highlighted
above.
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My official food taster

Grace Wu

Though I cannot remember exactly how I first met Dick, I can recount almost every second of our
first food adventure. It was a Saturday much like any other. Nancy had invited my friend Joy and I
to make cake brownies from scratch. When I arrived at their house, I quickly discovered the won-
ders of electric mixers, Crisco, and Nestle pre-melted chocolate. While all these new experiences

were engaging and demanding, I had yet to meet the real challenge: the eggs.

In order to make the cake brownies light and fluffy, you need to separate and whip the egg whites.
For some reason, I was practically incapable of completing this task. First I dropped an egg, then |
crushed an egg, later I accidentally left shell fragments in the bowl. Just as [ was finally getting the
hang of it, I broke a yoke which then spilled into eggs whites and ruined all my progress.

At that moment, I felt completely frustrated and utterly devastated. I was sure that [ was not cut out
for baking and that should never touch an egg again. Even with my own negativity, neither Dick
nor Nancy were even slightly upset that I had screwed up, created a mess, or wasted eggs. Instead,

they were certain that I could complete the task and urged me to try again.

Despite their belief in me, I still felt discouraged. When Dick noticed this, he flashed me his big-
gest smile, and he declared that everything was perfect, because now he could make wonderful
omelet for tomorrow’s breakfast. This quick, ofthanded encouragement completely changed my
mindset. Instead of approaching each egg with extreme fear and caution, I felt at ease to trying
again since I knew that Dick would salvage my mistakes. With this new-found confidence I com-

pleted all the eggs with ease.

Throughout all of my Saturday food adventures, Dick helped me realize the importance of perse-
verance and determination. Additionally, his willingness to taste all of my creations gave me the
confidence to try more complicated recipes, to make all different kinds foods, and to add my own
spin to each one. Under the guidance of Dick and Nancy, I honed my creativity, built up my self-

confidence, and became more and more ambitious.

In the same way that Dick helped to bring the best out of me, he helped many others reach their
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full potential. Dick often gave rides to many of the kids in our church so they could attend music
lessons, dance classes, and many other extracurriculars. By offering his help, Dick allowed many of
these children to pursue their passions, improve their skills, and gain more experiences. Similarly,
Dick did his best to provide these kids with best possible church program. During AWANA, Dick
created games that would allow the kids feel comfortable, have fun, and bond together as a group.
On Sundays, Dick and Nancy worked together to create interactive methods of teach about the

Bible so that the kids would be both entertained and interested in learning more about God.

Though Dick will no longer be able to taste my foods, give me rides, or engulf me in a warm bear
hug, I will never forget his kindness, his selflessness, and his generosity. Not only was Dick an es-
sential piece of my own childhood and personal growth, but he also touched the lives of everyone
here today. While Dick has helped countless people in many different ways, I will always remem-
ber him as my official food taster. In my mind, he is still seated at the table with a can of ginger ale

in his hand a wide smile on his face, waiting to try my new creation.

|
|
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If and When

Xuan Kong

My life first crossed path with Dick’s almost ten years ago. A mutual friend introduced Dick to
me to help me with editing some documents. One change still stands out today was he changed
“if I become ... “ to “when I become ...”. With that simple change, Dick helped me realize the
importance of confidence, determination, and optimism. He taught me that even though I may not
achieve my goal at the most convenient time, I should never doubt my own ability. I must keep
trying and putting in even greater effort, so that I can be successful at what I am set out to do.

Whenever I achieve my goal, I am always thankful for the lesson Dick had taught me.

Dick also taught me many lessons through his actions. To many of us, Dick was like a loving father
or grandpa. His big smile and sincere greeting “Ni Hao” had brightened the day for me and for
many. With his presence in so many events in our Chinese community, Dick had become a part of
our family. But in truth, Dick had welcomed all of us into his family. Dick never hesitated to offer
rides to neighborhood kids to get them to and from after-school programs. He always opened his
door to kids who needed a safe and caring home when their parents were away. One year when my
family went on a week-long vacation, we left our noisy parakeet to his care. To-date, I still won-

dered how much sleep Dick had lost because of the noise that “early bird” made.

About a year and half ago, I visited Dick after his back surgery. When I asked him how he was do-
ing, he answered “MaMa HuHu” with a smile. Dick made tremendous stride in learning Chinese
and he had proven to us that it is never too old to learn new things. He embraced Chinese culture
and language, not just for his own benefits. Dick was a vocal advocate to introduce Chinese as a
world language option at Acton-Boxborough Regional High School. By leveraging his years of
experience in public relations, Dick helped our local Chinese community promote activities to
commemorate the 70th anniversary of the Nanjing Massacre through the premiere of the documen-

tary film Nanking and fundraising to sponsor an AB high school teacher for a study tour in China.

As a resident of Acton for 40 years, Dick also made significant contributions to the town. Dick

served as Chair of the Economic Development Committee and member of the Acton Nursing

Continue on page 148
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In Memory of Dick

Dongling Wu

One day in the summer, our beloved Mr. Richard Calandrella, a man who is very special to our
church and the Boston metro-west Chinese community, left us with a cheery smile, and a wave of
the hand.

Many years ago, when I moved to Acton, I often saw a very kind old man actively helping here
and there in Acton Chinese Language School, in Angel Dance performance, and in the Church. He
looked like a Santa Claus. His appearance always warmed my heart. | felt that as a Chinese person,
I was embraced by the local people. Since his retirement, Dick had helped the Acton-Boxborough

community, especially Chinese community, with dedication and commitment.

I met him in Church. He was the AWANA game leader, and I was his assistant. He showed his
commitment even in this small role. Each Friday, he arrived at church before 7:15 to prepare for
the games, while I was late all the time with various excuses. He knew all the fun games and
played with kids as if he were their grandpa. He treated everyone kindly, with a smile on his face.
Although he never raised his voice, he has the authority and kind of invisible power among kids.
When kids were hyper and misbehaved during games, he just counted 5,4,3,2,1, everyone calmed

down. Ilearned. When I came across the same scenario, I also do the counting with firm voice. It

never failed.

Dick had played an important role in the effort to build our church build-
ing. Dick searched all the properties in the area which potentially fit the
. needs, and finally located this one. This building reveals the significance
_of his contribution. He loved the church, and we love him as well. At
the inception of the church, we thought about giving a name like Boston
¥ Metro-west Chinese Bible Church. Someone said, no, Dick and Nancy are
not Chinese. So the final name became Boston Metro-west Bible Church.
The picture of Dick and Nancy is the number one among the pictures of

the church family in the hallway.
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Dick was a man with extremely strong will. During his sickness, he suffered extreme back pain,
in addition to many other discomforts. When the doctor asked him how much pain he felt, from 1
to 10, he said that it was 12! Yet, even at that point of physical weakness, he never lost his sense of
humor. He said that his back was more painful than a lady giving birth to a baby! Although I don’t
have the experience of giving birth to a baby, I still can imagine how much willpower it takes to be

calm and humorous in his struggles. He taught us how to persevere, even in the toughest situations.

Yes, Dick had taught us countless lessons. He taught us how to love, how to act with children,
and how to face the challenges in life. He always was ready to help others with love. The book of
Philippians chapter 2 verse 4: not looking to your own interests but each of you to the interests of
the others. Dick did what Bible says. We felt abundant love in his life. With him, we forgot about
age and ethnicity. The saying goes that “everybody dies but not everybody truly lives”.

Dick left so many wonderful memories in our lifetime. He truly lives with us!

(Continue from page 146)

Committee. I was fortunate enough to work with Dick for the past three years on the ActonTV
board when he served as board president. Under his leadership, ActonTV has transitioned from a

little studio in high school to an award-winning local community access TV station.

Today we come together to celebrate and reflect on Dick’s life. Through his wisdom, kindness and
generosity, Dick made significant impact on all our lives. Now it is our turn to make our commu-
nity an even better place through caring and volunteering. Like Dick once taught me, it is not if we

can make a difference, it is when we are ready to commit ourselves to make a difference.

It is hard to think that we are not going to see Dick here anymore. But he is now in a better place.
There will be one day we will see him again. When we all meet Dick again, he will smile at us just
like before and greet us in a language we can all understand. For now, I just want to say to Dick,

“Zai Jian”!
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A Dedicated Community Leader and Loving Friend

Yanni Gou

When [ walk into church, I can’t help but think of the days when Dick was around. I am so used to
his greetings. He would call my name, give me a warm hug with a big smile on his face, and ask

me, “How are you?” Knowing Dick, he probably greeted many of us in the same caring fashion.

I met Dick in 2006. He served the Acton Chinese Language School Board for four terms a total
of eight years, from 2007 to 2012, and from 2013 to 2015. He served the Board the longest years
in ACLS history. He also served as a Parent Council Member during his gap year from the Board.

I was curious about how Dick got involved with ACLS. He told me he was a student in the adult
Chinese as a Second Language (CSL) class. I joked with him, “You were kicked out, right?” He
laughed, “Pretty much. I couldn’t make it to many of my classes.” Occasionally he would show off

his Chinese language skills by saying, “Ni Hao” and “Xie Xie.”

Dick had a long career in public relations. He was eager to utilize his skills, experience, and his
connections to contribute to ACLS. He was on the public relations team for ACLS’s big events,
including all four years of the Acton Chinese Music Night, 2010 Acton Chinese Culture Day, and
2011 Acton Town 275th Anniversary & Chinese New Year Celebration.

Dick always did a fantastic job on his press releases, which
ended up in The Beacon, Action Unlimited, Acton Patch, The
Boston Globe, and Acton TV. He also seized the opportunity
to have ACLS participate in the live Fox 25 News “Zip Trip to
Acton” show in July 2011. This was the first time ACLS was

broadcasted nationally.

Dick always took initiative of those press releases, and he
would usually have something drafted before our meetings.

| Normally I would jokingly ask him, “Dick, what are the words

you’ll put into my mouth this time?” He always chuckled at
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these running jokes, and had a positive attitude that allowed me to develop a friendly relationship

with him from many years of working with him.

Dick was instrumental in organizing ACLS’s participation in the Oktoberfest event in West Acton
for many years. He coordinated the booth locations and performance times, and usually dressed
up in traditional Chinese Tang Zhuang. I remember when we participated the first time, he com-
mented that the event was the most successful one in the history of Oktoberfest and he was so

proud that ACLS was a part of it.

I didn’t know how old Dick was until a few days ago. In my mind he appeared as a young and
energetic man -- just with white hair. He was always enthusiastic, helpful and willing to try new
things. Many Sundays, Dick held the door open at ACLS and wore an orange jacket to direct traf-

fic. He always had a big smile on his face.

Although time may leave us with gray hair and wrinkles on our faces, it should not leave wrinkles
on our hearts. One time when we had a Board meeting at Dick’s house, I saw his and Nancy’s
pictures from when they were young. I joked once again, “Nancy still looks beautiful. Are you sure
this is you?” I rarely joked with elders, but my interactions with Dick were filled with so much
laughter since I knew no matter what I said, he would just laugh -- laugh from his young and non-
wrinkled heart.

In reflection of Dick’s life, his dedicated services to ACLS, and his 45 years of volunteer work for
the Acton community, the BMWBC Church, the Angel Dance Company, the North American Cho-
rus Association (NACA) set an extraordinary example for all of us: that none of us, like him, ought
to retire from serving our commu-
nity. Together, let’s continue to
g carry on his vision and make our

community a better place.

Dick, you will forever be missed

in our hearts!
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BETHAEBEEHSHRER BMWBC’s Vision

REEEHMNZS AChurch that looks at the harvest field
BHEE FF% S AChurch that asks the Lord of the harvest
B EZETANHEL AChurch that sends forth workers
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